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Respiratory Protection:
N95 Respirator Use
Recent guidance from the Centers for
Disease Control (CDC) has recom-
mended the use of N95 respirators to
protect healthcare workers providing
direct care for individuals that exhibit
influenza-like illness (which currently
is assumed to be H1N1). This includes
school nurses and others providing
direct patient care. Since there is no
existing law, the New York State La-
bor Department will be enforcing the
CDC recommendations under the Gen-
eral Duty Clause (29 U.S.C. §654, 5(a)
1) which states that, Each employer
shall furnish to each of his employees
employment and a place of employ-
ment which are free from recognized
hazards that are causing or are likely
to cause death or serious physical
harm to his employees. This process
has also been utilized in the past for
other enforcement issues. On Decem-
ber 7th, the Nassau County Depart-

ment of Health provided a conference
call for school districts on this issue
which included representatives from
the New York State Departments of
Health, Education, and Labor. Al-
though there is controversy on the need
for this in schools and many questions
still remain unanswered, Nassau BO-
CES has provided all the tools neces-
sary to achieve compliance. School
districts can access all compliance
c o m p o n e n t s a t
www.nassauschoolemergency.org and
obtain the following:
1. Overview: N95 Respirator Issue
2. Written Compliance Plan
3. On-Line Training
4. List of N95 Respirator Suppliers
5. OEM N95 Request Form
6. Medical Review & Fit Test
Please review all information on the
website and feel free to contact us with
any questions at 396-2387 or e-mail

Nassau County Fertilizer Law
In September of 2009, Nassau County Local Law No. 11-2009 (Nassau County Fertilizer
Law) became effective and bans the application of fertilizers between the months of Novem-
ber 15th through April 1st. The purpose of the law is to reduce the amount of nitrogen re-
leased into the environment. During that time period, which is usually the coldest time of the
year, any applied fertilizer is not absorbed since the ground is frozen. According to Nassau
County Legislator Dave Denenberg, The use of fertilizers during the cold weather months
results in nitrogen run-off and leaching which leads to contaminated drinking water, storm
water, ground water as well as to the pollution of our waterways, wetlands and estuaries.
Unlike a similar Suffolk County law, this legislation will also apply to golf courses.
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Health & Safety Compliance
Current answers to common compliance
questions arising in school districts.

Q. What are the notification
requirements for schools
applying fertilizers?
Unless the fertilizer contains
other additives such as weed
control, no notification is
required.
Q. Is it true that if a school
uses exempt products such
as Boric Acid for pest con-
trol, notification is not re-
quired?
Yes, however, the application
must still be conducted by a
certified pesticide applicator.
Q. What is the required
training for the asbestos
Designated Person?
No specific course is desig-
nated but the EPA recom-
mends the Inspector Manage-
ment Planner Course.

Q. What employees in the
school district are covered
under OSHA’s Bloodborne
Pathogens Standard?
Only those employees that

have been determined to
have occupational exposure
to blood and have been docu-
mented in the Exposure Con-
trol Plan. Only these employ-
ees are then required to re-
ceive annual training and the
opportunity to be vaccinated
against Hepatitis B.

Q. Under the SAVE legisla-
tion, how often does the
District-wide Safety Team
need to meet?
There is no specific require-
ment - some meet once a
year, others every month.
You need to determine how
many meetings you need to
accomplish your goals—it is
usually a minimum of four
times per school year.
Q. How many emergency
drills am I required to con-
duct in my school district?
Aside from the required fire
drills and go-home early
drills, a realistic emergency
exercise must be completed
in every building every year.
This could be an evacuation,
sheltering, lockdown, etc.
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71 Clinton Road
Garden City, N.Y. 11530

The Nassau BOCES Health &
Safety Focus is a review of
health and safety issues for
subscribing school districts.
Questions and comments on
this document are welcome.
Please contact the Health &
Safety Training and Informa-
tion Service staff at:
516-396-2387, or fax to
516-997-0446, or e-mail
pladuca@mail.nasboces.org.

Board of Cooperative Educational Services of Nassau County

Stephen B. Witt, President
Eric B. Schultz, Vice-President
Susan Bergtraum, District Clerk
Michael Weinick, Vice-District Clerk
Deborah Coates
Ronald J. Ellerbe
Martin R. Kaye
Gale Ross Srulevich
Robert “B.A.” Schoen

Mr. Edward J. Zero, Interim District Superintendent
Dr. Robert J. Hanna, Deputy Superintendent

Department of Curriculum, Instruction and Technology
Fred Podolski, Executive Director
Dr. Valerie D’Aguanno, Assistant Director

Health & Safety Training and Information Service
Peter La Duca, Executive Manager
Beata Walerych-Janus, Systems Specialist
Tishura Dwyer-Dalrymple, Systems Specialist
Steve Jacob, Systems Specialist
Paula Halprin, Information Technology Aide

Health & Safety Advisory Council

Baldwin – Michael Sheehan

Bellmore-Merrick – Sandra Munz

Bethpage – Joseph Marchesiello/Tony Fede

Carle Place – Michael Mahoney

East Meadow – Leon Campo/Patrick Pizzo
East Rockaway – Fred Smith (Interim)

East Williston – Bruno Valle

Elmont – Fernando DeBartolo

Farmingdale – Paul Defendini

Floral Park-Bellerose—Paul Gustafsson

Franklin Square – Patrick Manley

Freeport – Kishore Kuncham
Garden City – Al Chase

Glen Cove – Joseph Hinton/Guy Forman

Great Neck – David Kincaid

Hempstead – Patricia Watkins

Herricks – James Brown

Hewlett-Woodmere – Dennis Sheridan
Hicksville – Sharon Denue/David Bell

Island Park – Rosemarie Bovino

Island Trees - Dan Haggerty

Jericho – Ben Ciuffo

Lawrence – Elsie Friedman/Chris Milano

Levittown – Michael Hahn
Locust Valley – Henry Alilionis

Long Beach – Michael Devito

Lynbrook – Melissa Burak

Malverne – Spiro Colaitis

Manhasset – Armand Markarian

Massapequa – Alan Adcock/Anthony LoFaso

Merrick – Christine Grucci

Mineola – Daniel Romano
Nassau BOCES—Peter La Duca

North Shore – John Hall

North Bellmore - Marilyn Johnson

New Hyde Park-Garden City Park - Michael Frank

Oceanside – Robert Schloth

Oyster Bay-East Norwich-Christopher Van Cott

Plainedge – Patricia Rufo
Plainview – Nadine Eiring

Port Washington – James Ristano

Rockville Centre – Matthew Lukaszewicz

Roosevelt – David Weiser/Greg Hamilton

Roslyn – Thomas Mohrman

Seaford – Kenneth Aldrich/Andrew Ward
Syosset – Charles Abner

Uniondale – Kenneth Rogers/John LaBare

Valley Stream #13 – Meredith Brosnan

Valley Stream #24 – Daniel Onorato

Valley Stream #30 – Gregory Abbate

Valley Stream Central – Wayne Loper/Peter Cavassa
Wantagh - Marty Abrams

Westbury – Michael Batkiewicz

West Hempstead – Jeffrey Banfield

We’ re on the WEB!

www.nassauboces.org/cit/h ealth&safety.htm
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