
WHEN FLAGS COULD TALK by Dave Martucci  
Formerly in the United States, particularly before radio and other electronic communications, there was in use a 
slightly complex system of flag signals indicating the weather forecast and the approach of certain types of 
storms. This system utilized five flags for forecasts and three flags for storm warnings. Although now 
discontinued, the hurricane and small craft warning flags are sometimes seen on television weather forecasts as 
added "color."  
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The Storm Warnings were:  
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