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A New Look for the Instructional Data Warehouse 

A summary of Navigation Improvements 
 

by Fred Cohen, 

Nassau BOCES Data Warehouse Consultant 
 

 

In the coming weeks representatives from the Instructional Data Ware-

house (IDW) will be visiting Nassau County districts to discuss some ma-

jor improvements in the IDW website.  These improvements were made 

possible by the shift to Cognos 10, a software platform that also enables 

users to now employ browsers other than Internet Explorer, specifically, 

Chrome and Firefox.  Finally, the IDW now features new dashboard func-

tionality, enhancing the IDW’s ability to report and analyze school data. 
 

User Log-in Codes 

The first change users will note is the log-in procedure.  The new web 

address is idw.nasboces.org .  Users will still be asked for a user name 

and password, but districts will now have three levels of log-ins—one for 

teachers, one for building level administrators, and one for district level 

administrators.  The new passwords were emailed to each superintendent 

and to one designated central office administrator on November 14th.  If 

you have not yet received your codes, please call your designated IDW 

administrator to gain IDW access. 
 

Because this newsletter is not designed to be an exhaustive review of all 

reports, we will only scratch the surface of our new capabilities.  To get a 

more comprehensive look, review our new IDW power point which is also 

with this email notification, or, better yet, attend the presentation when an 

IDW representative visits your district in the coming weeks. 
 

What will I see after I log-in? 

After logging in, you will be directed to an opening page.  Then click on 

“IBM Cognos content” to get to our new Launch Page.  The Launch 

Page is designed to redirect each user according to his or her preferences 

and/or level of familiarity with the IDW.  Some users prefer a visual dis-

play while others want to see a simple listing of all reports.  A particular 

user may be new to the IDW and might be overwhelmed by a lengthy list-

ing of the numerous IDW reports and would prefer a listing limited by the 

specific role of the user.  Thus, we provide the ability to individualize the 

user experience.  In addition, our new Launch Page even connects users to 

both their own district’s web page and to the BOCES calendar.  The fol-

lowing pages of this newsletter detail the links available to users. 
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The Launch Page 

Noted below is our new Launch Page.  There are nine possible pathways (icons) to select 

from.  The bottom row of icons on the Launch Page are self explanatory.  It is worth not-

ing, however, that the icon that leads to the Engage NY website gives the user a one-

click link to the “Annotated  3-8 ELA and Mathematics State Test Questions,” selected 

assessment questions which SED has released for the past two years.  There are also oth-

er important and useful links on this Engage NY webpage. 

 

Occupying the central spot on this matrix is the “Report List” icon.  This icon links to a 

listing of the many IDW reports once found in the “Public Reports” tab on our previous 

IDW website.  As noted below, there is a similar tab which links to these same reports 

on this Launch Page.  In addition, there are a number of new and intuitively labeled re-

ports now available.  Experienced users seeing a new report might want to open the link 

to discover some new aggregations of data previously unavailable in the old IDW.  

These new reports provide a great vehicle for further data exploration.  

 

 

WELCOME SCHOOL DISTRICT 
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“Common Report Views” 

The “Common Report Views” link on the upper right shows five data reports that SED 

asked to be available to all districts statewide.  These reports are similar to reports long 

available in Nassau BOCES IDW.  The “Common Report Views” are surely worth re-

viewing and have been available since September.  Three remaining icons, “IDW Report 

Finder,” “Role Search,” and “Dashboards,” represent major IDW innovations and will 

be described below.  The functionality of the Teacher Interface icon is unchanged. 
 

“IDW Report Finder” and “Role Search” 

The IDW is designed to connect a user with the precise report he or she needs based on 

the details of the report selected or the specific role of the viewer.  The Report Finder asks 

the user to fill in a set of criteria for a number of parameters.  The Report Finder then, 

considering the criteria identified, shows a limited list of reports that meet the criteria se-

lected, thereby simplifying the user experience. Similarly, the Role Search first asks the 

user to describe his or her role in the school district and then lists only those reports likely 

to be of interest to that viewer.  Each of these new looks simplifies the report structure by 

capsuling the task of the data analyst. 
 

Dashboards, Dashboards, Dashboards! 

A most interesting addition to our website is our listing of multiple dashboards.  Each of 

these dashboards is designed to give a quick glance at a number of data fields at once.  A 

look at our menu of dashboards below shows the richness and complexity of the views 

possible. The sample included to the right is illustrative of dashboard functionality. 
 

Menu of Available Dashboards                 Sample “Enrollment Dashboard” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The functionality if this dashboard, as well as the other dashboards, can only be hinted at 

in this newsletter.  IDW users should attend their upcoming district presentation, or view 

the online power point to get a fuller picture of the IDW’s new capabilities. 
 

As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district 

training for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best 

practices for the IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Meador Pratt at 608-6612, or 

Richard Nathan at 832-2729 to schedule a training session or to discuss any Instruction-

al Data Warehouse questions. 


