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A Protocol for Navigating the Instructional Data Warehouse 

An Update for 2016-2017 Part I (of III) 

by Fred Cohen  

 

Every few years the Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) updates its pro-

tocol for navigating through the IDW reports “menus.”  By no means is 

this newsletter an exhaustive review of all IDW reports, nor should it be 

viewed as the “preferred” way to view reports.  This is simply an ordered 

protocol to begin looking at test data first at the “global” level (to view 

areas of overall strength and weakness) and then to narrow the view to 

instructional improvement strategies.   

 

In both the global and focused views, a philosophy of “triangulation” is 

recommended—that means using multiple reports to look at data from dif-

ferent angles.  The more views taken of data reporting on the same test 

parameters, the more likely the inferences drawn are thorough and tex-

tured, as they should be. 

 

Where do I begin?  From the opening “Welcome Launch Page” screen, 

and its listing of nine options (similar to the pattern in a tic tac toe game), 

choose the center square or “Report List.”  An alphabetical series of fold-

ers (each listing multiple reports) and an alphabetical list of named reports 

will appear.  A good place to begin is to get an overview of district results 

is the “Snapshot” report shown below. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Snapshot opening view offers an excellent overview of grade three 

through eight testing results for the district and how those results compare 

to the Nassau County Region.  
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But there are many links to other reports from this 

Snapshot view. First, at the top of the report are two 

powerful links (circled at right).  The first is the 

drop down menu next to the school year 

“2015/2016).” Clicking on the drop down arrow 

gives the user access to every other year of Snapshot data in the IDW, enabling an excellent 

longitudinal perspective. To the right of the year is another option menu allowing the user to 

see comparable data for Regents exams.  And this year, for the first time, the IDW allows the 

user to select only June Regents examination, thereby eliminating the August and January 

Regents which typically (but not always) are of no interest to most users.  If the IDW user 

wants to drill down to the building level Snapshot or to a wider view to the regional level, 

simply click on “Related Report Links” (found right above the ELA tests).  Building level and 

regional level data are only a click away. 
 

What about the effects of students opting out? Since our last protocol was published in 

2012-2013, the problem of assessing the effects of students opting-out has been introduced.  

In response, there is an excellent set of reports in the folder section of the “Report List” la-

beled “Performance Level Comparison Reports.” These reports assess only those students 

who have taken an ELA or Math test in two consecutive years, 

enabling the IDW user to see how many students went up a lev-

el and how many went down a level. One can easily link to the 

actual students who changed levels and even those who stayed 

at the same level. Shown to the right is just the summary por-

tion of the report highlighting the total number of students ad-

vancing or declining  levels. 
 

How about disaggregating students by subgroup?  Often, 

districts want to view data for specific subgroups of students 

rather than seeing an entire grade level of their “All Students” population.  As in the past, this 

report is listed as “Subgroup Analysis by Performance Level” on the “Report List” menu.  The 

IDW user can select any state assessment, either Grade 3-8 or Regents, and find the percent-

age of each subgroup of students in the tested population as well as finding out how the profi-

cient that subgroup was.  There is also a companion subgroup report for the Nassau County 

Region showing parallel results. 
 

Interested in Longitudinal views?                                             See the “Trends Analysis” re-

port below.  It offers up to an 

eleven year perspective on 

student results showing the 

percent of students scoring at 

each level of the assessment (1 

through 4) and also compares 

district proficiency to Nassau 

County proficiency on that 

assessment. The report can 

also be run for individual 

school buildings. 
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A final view to assist in triangulating “global” data.  There is also a continuously updated-

folder of reports under the heading “District Comparison Reports.”  Here, the IDW user can 

see a comparison of district and school results to either the entire county or to five districts se-

lected from among Nassau County districts.  The data for these reports comes from SED’s Re-

port Card and Media databases, so the data can be a year old, but as SED updates its data ba-

ses, our IDW reports are updated as well.  These tables and charts present excellent overall 

views of district performance in a number of areas from test results (for both grade 3-8 and 

Regents) as well as post-graduate plans for high students and the number and types of diplo-

mas awarded.  These reports can best be explored and discovered by opening the folder and 

viewing the many sub-folders and report titles. 

 

Part One of this updated protocol details a great place to begin in exploring the wealth of data 

and reports in the IDW.  These reports suggest methods to triangulate global data (“data 

viewed from 30,000 feet”).  At that level, one can only site broad patterns which might indi-

cate problems or successes.  Part II of this protocol will begin to discuss reports which indicate 

where solutions might be found. And Part III will highlight the assortment of varied reports 

not easily categorized in the first two newsletters. 

 

 
 

As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district training 

for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices for the 

IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640 or Meador Pratt at 608-6612 to schedule a training 

session or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse questions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


