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College and Career Preparedness 
Is our district producing “College Ready” students? Can grade 3-8      

assessment results inform us, or is there a better way to find out? 
 

by Fred Cohen  
 

The New York’s State Education Department (NYSED) has suggested  

that grade 3-8 state assessment results correlate with college readiness. On 

October of 2013, Dr. John King, then New York State Commissioner of 

Education, presented a series of slides affirming that connection. In that 

presentation, to be found at http://usny.nysed.gov/docs/reform-agenda-

hearing-testimony-nyc.pdf, Dr. King made the following points: 
 

 New York’s graduation rate in 2012 was 74%, but “the percent gradu-

ating college and career ready is far lower.” 

 New studies by the National Association of Educational Progress 

(NAEP) on the 2009 NAEP assessment administered to 12th graders 

“suggest NAEP proficiency predict[s]“college preparedness.” Aver-

age proficiency on the 2009 assessment for ELA and Math was 32%. 

 On that same slide, Dr. King emphasized the assertion by quoting  

Chester Finn, the former chair of the National Assessment Governing 

Board who is quoted: “When college and career readiness is on every-

one’s lips…, the pretty-clear conclusion reached is NAEP ‘proficient’ 

comes pretty darn close to college preparedness.” 

 Dr. King’s slide 9 then states, “College Board and NAEP study deter-

mined scores on the SAT and PSAT/NMSQT that correspond with 

college readiness for the nation.” For New York State, the corre-

sponding scores displayed for both the college board tests and NAEP 

assessments averaged in the low 30 percent range for ELA and Math 

proficiency. 
 After a series of additional slides explaining the new Common Core 

and how proficiency standards were set, Dr. King stated that the 2013 

Math and ELA assessment “results present a new and transparent 

baseline from which we can measure student progress and prepared-

ness for college and careers.” 

      [all words above in bold italics are my emphases not Dr. King’s.] 
 

Dr. Kings next two slides (#38 and #39), shown on the following page, 

document New York’s decline in proficiency from 2009 levels to the level 

of proficiency found on the 2013 Common Core assessments.  The slides 

make clear that the decline in proficiency was not due to a decline in 

learning or performance but due to a reformulation of learning standards 

in adjusting to Common Core proficiency. 
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Slides 38 and 39, 

As can be seen by the circled numbers at the top of the slides above, an average of 31.1% of 

students were proficient on the 2013 ELA assessments and an average of 31.0% proficient 

on the 2013 math assessments.  This level of proficiency corresponded neatly with the 

2009 NAEP 12th grade assessments which averaged 32% proficient for ELA and math.  

Dr. King stated repeatedly in the italicized lines from the presentation quoted on page one that 

these assessments “predict,”...“come pretty darn close to,”...“correspond with,”...“measure” 

college readiness or preparedness, There can be no doubt about Dr. King’s intent. 
 

But was Dr. King right in equating the 2013 grade three through eight assessment results with 

the preparedness of New York State students for college or careers?  Can we find a better 

metric to actually measure college readiness directly?  Why not follow New York students 

after they graduate from high school to see how many moved through college with alacrity 

and earned a degree directly.  Most educators agree that any student who earned a four year 

degree in five years or even six must have been college ready at the outset because numer-

ous obstacles besides college readiness block a student’s progress through college.   
 

To name just three, some students change majors and require more time, some courses neces-

sary to complete a major are not available every semester, and some students must take a re-

duced course load in order to work and earn money for tuition.  Thus, in calculating college 

readiness, I will be counting all students graduating within five years but only half of those 

graduating within six years.  After all, some likely did need six years because of remediation. 
 

Next, how do we calculate readiness for students who earn a two year degree?  We know 

that many must take remedial courses which delays earning a two year degree, but we also 

know that financial need forces many students to work and attend school part-time delaying 

earning a degree.  Thus, we can’t really be sure about the college readiness of many who need 

more than two and one half or three years to earn a two year degree. 
 

Perhaps, more important, how can we track students’ college success and therefore their 

readiness for college? Are the data available?  Fortunately, data we have obtained from the 

National Student Clearinghouse (NCS) in recent years has given us the ability to follow stu-

dents after they graduate from high school and thereby determine their college success 

and college readiness. 



Department of Curriculum, Instruction and Technology 
Contact Us:  Data Warehousing, Meador Pratt, Ed.D., Supervisor II 

Phone: 516-608-6612 • Email: mpratt@mail.nasboces.org 

 

In the past, the data we received from the NSC had a significant number of students listed as 

“unknown,” students whose college success or lack of it was missing.  This occurred because 

the transmittal of data from NSC to NYSED missed many students.  The data we get now is 

directly from NSC enabling us to calculate college success for far more students. 
 

Of course, only NYSED can calculate actual college success for the entire state, but each dis-

trict can do the same for its own students.  Districts can then compare students’ actual col-

lege success to the grade three through eight ELA and math assessment proficiency from 

2013 .  Dr. King asserted that 2013 proficiency would predict college readiness.  Now we 

have the data to find out how college ready students actually were. We will track the college 

success of the high school graduating class of 2009 because that is the cohort Dr. King cited 

in his study of 12th grade NAEP and SAT scores, showing that those scores were almost iden-

tical in proficiency to the 2013 three through eight assessments. Proficiency was said to aver-

age just above 30% for the NAEP and SAT tests just as the grade three through eight Common 

Core assessments averaged 31%. 
 

How do I find grade three through eight proficiency for my district? 

Simply log on to the Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) and click on the “Public Folders” 

tab at the top of the Launch Page.  Then scroll down to the “Snapshot.” Change the year at the 

top of the report to 2012/2013 and look for the column “L3 + L4%” toward the right side of 

the report.  Note that there are separate calculations averaging ELA and Math scores.  Com-

bine the two averages to create an average proficiency score for all 2013 assessments. 
 

How do I find the percentage of college degrees earned for 2009 graduates? 

Once again, use the Public Folders tab. There are separate folders at the top of the list of re-

ports.  Click on the “College Tracking” folder and select “Four Year College Degree Attain-

ment for a Single Year.” On the resulting prompt page, enter the year 2008/2009 and click 

“Finish.” A report like the one below will be produced.   
 

The chart shows that 52% earned four year degrees “within 4 years” and another 9% earned 

degrees within 5 years for a total or 61%.  If we add half of those earning a degree in 6 years, 

we have an initial estimate of college readiness of 62.5% for the 2009 graduating class. To that 

total, we would have to add those from the gray “No 4 year Degree” area who may have 

earned a 2 year degree.  

To calculate degrees for 

those students, click on 

the gray part of the pie 

chart to see a list of “No 

4 year Degree” students.  

Then click on the nota-

tion near the top of the 

list—“Drill Down to Stu-

dent Degree Detail Re-

port.”  The result will be 

a detailed report showing 

every semester each stu-

dent was enrolled in col-

lege. (See next page.) 
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If a student actually earned a 2 year degree, the name of the college will be high-

lighted in green in the “College” column (see above). In addition, two columns to the 

right, the date the degree was granted will also be highlighted.  Note first that each stu-

dent is listed in alternate colors (yellow, white, etc.) and that the first four students 

earned no degree.  The fifth earned a degree but took five years. 
 

I found an additional 1.5% of this class earned a 2 year degree within three years mak-

ing for a total of 64% college ready. When I checked the Intended vs Actual Enrollment 

report (another IDW College Tracking report) for 2009, I also found that 5% of the 

class reported their intent to attend college but their enrollment was not found. Since we 

know some college enrollments, like military academies, foreign colleges and others go 

unreported, I estimated that one fifth of these students or 1% should likely be added to 

the list of college and career ready students. The new total is 65% college ready. 
 

When I then compared the 2013 Snapshot for proficiency on the 2013 ELA and math 

assessments, I found that only 49% of students were proficient.   How could it be that 

Dr. King’s projection of college readiness based on 2013 proficiency rates could be 

so different from actual success rates?  This example shows a dramatic contrast be-

tween projecting college readiness from proficiency rates and determining actual 

college success for students.  Most other districts I checked also displayed higher col-

lege success/readiness rates than their proficiency rates would suggest, but the differ-

ences were less dramatic. 
 

I suggest all districts use these IDW reports to compare 2013 proficiency to actual col-

lege success. Was Dr. King right in his projection of college readiness?  If he is not 

right, it may be that NYSED used faulty assumptions in establishing Common Core 

proficiency.  Eventually, we will be able to calculate these data for all of Nassau Coun-

ty.  We hope NYSED does the same for New York State. 
 

As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district 

training for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best 

practices for the IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640 or Meador Pratt at 608-6612 to 

schedule a training session or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse questions.  
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