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Affirming Graduation Credentials 
The Regents Exams Maximum Scores Report —Upgraded and Expanded 

 

by Fred Cohen 
 

Since it was created a number of years ago, the Regents Exams Maxi-
mum Scores (“Regents Max”) Report has allowed administrators and 
guidance counselors to monitor student progress toward graduation. As 
good as the report was, guidance counselors and administrators from 
around the county asked the Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) to add 
new features to make the report more responsive to school needs.  The 
results of these recommendations are shown below.  In particular, we 
thank the focus group created by NADCO for collaborating with the IDW 
in helping to create these improvements. 
 
Regents Exams Maximum Score Achieved Report 
The traditional Regents Max report served to quickly identify all of the 
highest Regents test scores each student achieved. The prompt page head-
ings shown below allowed the user to choose appropriate parameters to 
tailor the report to individual user needs. 

The resulting output (below) shows the power of the Regents Max report. 
Note that only English and Math Regents scores are shown here. Science 
and Social Studies exams appear on the right side of the report. 
 
 
 

Note as well that Student D has a Geometry score highlighted in orange. 
At the bottom of each page is a footnote stating that grades of 55-64 are 
highlighted in orange, and scores below 55 are highlighted in red. Re-
member that each score listed in the Regents Max report is the highest 
score ever  achieved on that Regents, and the date shown beneath the 
score is the date that highest score was achieved.  Also, clicking on a stu-
dent’s name produces the student’s full Child Assessment Profile (ChAP) 
report showing all tests ever taken by that student.  

Student A 
 
Student B    
 
Student C 
 
Student D 
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One might infer that Student D’s August, 2016 score of 63 was an improvement over the score 
earned originally (likely in June of 2016) because Student D took the CC Algebra I exam in June 
of 2015. Finally, one can quickly see that Students A, B, and C have already met the ELA and 
Math requirements for an Advanced Regents diploma while Student D has not. 
 

Regents Exams Maximum Score Achieved Download 
As good as the standard Regents Max report was, some administrators and guidance counselors 
recommended that more details were needed to make the report better.  For example, how could 
a counselor take into account the safety net for students with disabilities?  There was no in-
dication on the standard Regents Max report of a student’s special education status.   
 

So a new report was requested adding detailed information about each student.  The most effec-
tive way to do this was to create an Excel download.  Excel spreadsheets are incredibly versatile, 
as shown below. They can be reconfigured to suit the needs of any user by filtering, sorting, and 
hiding columns.  The user can adjust the report to show all data or just the subset of data re-
quired for a specific analysis. Note the download headings below. 

The user can filter (select) any or all categories in a column.  For example, a counselor might 
choose to review all students or only select students with disabilities from the 2014 cohort year. 
The resulting output looks similar to the Regents Max report.  See below. 

The guidance counselor can now check the graduation eligibility status for each of these special 
education students from the 2014 cohort.  And, of course, by changing the “Disability” filter to 
“Non-disabled,” this counselor can then view a totally different set of students. See below. 

Is the first student above eligible for an Advanced Regents Diploma? (Did the student pass 
the Chemistry course and earn LOTE credentials?)  What provisions should be made for the 
fourth student? To assist in these decisions, the user should note that the Regents Max download 
has two options when creating the download.  The first is the default option—”Maximum 
Score.” But after reviewing the maximum scores for each student, an astute counselor might 
wonder, “How many times has a student actually taken a particular exam?  For example, when 
did the fourth student shown above actually earn the 47 in CC ELA and the 64 in Global Histo-
ry? By selecting “# of Attempts,” the alternate menu option, the counselor saw the following: 

Note the multiple attempts to pass CC Algebra I and Living Environment. And when were the 
failed attempts at Global History and CC ELA? To find out, the counselor checked the Child 
Assessment Profile (ChAP) report and saw that this student took the Aug 2017 Global History 
Regents and failed for the second time. But why wasn’t the ELA Regents also retaken in Au-
gust?  Also, were Regents retaken again in January of 2018?  There is no record shown. This 
counselor realized that much work would have to be done on behalf of this student. The counse-
lor then checked to see if the January 2018 Regents were actually posted yet. 
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The counselor found that the district’s Chief Information Officer (CIO) or District Data Coor-
dinator (DDC) had not yet uploaded January 2018 scores to Level 1, the source for most 
scores in the Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW).  The counselor  thus learned that the 
student did pass both Regents exams in January and also learned that in order for the IDW to 
remain current and most useful, the CIO or DDC should be reminded to upload scores to Level 
1 in order for scores to be correctly recorded in the IDW. 
 

Regents Exams Maximum Score Achieved Dashboard 
The Regents Max Dashboard is found in the Dashboard section on the IDW Launch Page.  It 
combines the strengths of the Regents Max report and the download.  Like the report, it allows 
the user to drill down for more detailed information, and like the download it allows for filter-
ing that reconfigures the output.  Let’s examine the filtering system in two separate views. 
 

View I of the Filtering system 
The user can choose from any and all of the filters listed above, thereby limiting or expanding 
the output.  The default output selects all students in all categories (including Cohort Year, not 
shown above).  Checking the individual boxes limits the output to the boxes checked. One can 
quickly see how easy it would be to view one counselor’s scores for Mathematics exams for 
12th grade ELL Eligible students. But if the user  r emoves all those checked boxes, the 
user can once again review all scores for all students for all guidance counselors.  The user 
simply selects the desired output by employing or ignoring the filters. 
 

View II of the Filtering system 
The user, however, has another filtering system which produces only scores within a defined 
range.  Think how convenient it might be to see only those students who have never passed a 
Regents exam.  Thus, the Regents Max Dashboard offers a score range filter (below left). 

Note how easy it is to see just students who failed by selecting 0 to 64. 
But what about a student who has never taken a Regents exam?   By 
entering nothing in the “From” box, the user informs the IDW to in-
clude non test-takers within the score range. Remember too that all the 
filters chosen in View I above would still be in effect. 

 

Regents Max Dashboard Chart A 
After clicking “Submit All Prompts” (bottom 
of filtering area), two charts are produced. The 
first chart, shown to the left, is deceptively 
simple.  It shows the number of students meet-
ing the criteria selected by the filters.  Assume 
we selected 12th graders with scores from 65-
100.   We can see that more than 250 students 
have “8+” exams with scores from 65-100. 
We can also find those students passing no 
exams (about a dozen) in the “0” column, the 
students most at risk of not graduating.  This 
perfectly represents  the power and versatility 
of this Regents Max dashboard chart.  
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We can quickly identify students in any column.  By clicking on the column for the 250 stu-
dents in the “8+” category, we see the following output: 

Note that the last student (circled in red) has passed three science Regents but only two math 
Regents. Thus, unless a NYSED approved alternative exam is found, this student would not be 
eligible for an Advanced Regents Diploma despite having passed eight Regents exams. 
 

By judicious and creative use of the filtering system, the user can thus view students meeting 
any criteria imagined as well as finding students not meeting any cr iter ia selected (a null 
set).  To find students who passed zero exams, we continue with the current score range filter 
(65-100), and select the “0” column from the previous page. A list of students with zero 
passing scores (scores from 65-100) will be displayed. 
 

Regents Max Dashboard Output Chart B 
The second bar graph (displayed to 
the left) is actually more intuitive to 
use. It  shows students who met the 
criteria we selected (seniors scor-
ing between 65-100). The user  can 
quickly see how many seniors re-
ceived passing scores on each Re-
gents exam. (Older versions of Re-
gents exams are shown in a cross-
hatched pattern.)  Each bar shows 
the number of students with passing 
scores. Clicking on a bar will pro-
duce a list of all seniors scoring in 
the selected 65-100 range.  Also 
shown are the scores on all other 
Regents exams (unless the user has 
filtered out other exams in the origi-
nal filtering process). 
 

By adjusting the filters, the Regents Max Dashboard can just as effectively find students with 
poor performance, those most in need of assistance.  To do so, in the “Score Range” filter 
shown on the previous page, leave the “From” box blank and place 64 in the “To” box. This 
will allow the user to find students who had no passing score for each Regents exam.  (Leaving 
the “From” box blank instead of selecting zero will allow the Regents Max Dashboard to show 
“blanks,” students who have never even taken an exam.) One can thus see the versatility of 
these bar graphs, quickly identifying either the most or the least successful students de-
pending on the needs of the user.  As a compar ison to the 65-100 chart and table on this 
page, now view the chart and table on the next page. 
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To the left is the output created 
when trying to find the most trou-
bled learners, those who have nev-
er passed Regents exams. The 
50+ students who have not passed 
the Geometry Regents may not be 
a concern, but the almost 20 stu-
dents who have not yet passed CC 
ELA, CC Algebra I, Global Histo-
ry, or US History presents a real 
concern.  Are they protected by 
the safety net for students with 
disabilities? Are there other ex-
ceptions in effect for them?  
 

To get a fuller picture of these students and their test records, try clicking on one of the bar 
columns.  Below is the output for CC ELA. The first six of the nineteen students are shown. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Note that all six passed the CC Algebra I Regents, and most have passed (or are close to pass-
ing) their social studies Regents. Universally, their greatest problem was with the ELA CC Re-
gents.  Surely, rerunning this report using the “Disabilities” filter will likely clear up many 
questions concerning diploma credentials. 
 
What is most evident, however, is that this report gives the counselor a powerful new tool in 
examining graduation credentials and thereby serving student needs more effectively.  Yes, it 
may take some practice for counselors and administrators to see the power of the new Regents 
Max Download and Dashboard, but those who have already used these IDW upgrades have 
seen their immediate utility. As users grow more familiar with these upgrades, we welcome 
questions and insights. 
 
 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district training 
for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices for the 
IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Meador Pratt at 608-6612, or Richard Nathan at 516 
971-7532 (cell) to schedule a training session or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse 
questions. 
 
 
 
 
 


