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College Tracking Reports with Regional Benchmarks 
Traditional Reports with New Insights 

 

by Fred Cohen 

 
College Tracking reports are a fairly recent addition to the Instructional 
Data Warehouse (IDW), but they are among our most appreciated and 
insightful analyses.  They give districts a virtual crystal ball allowing ad-
ministrators to see how college enrolled students perform after they grad-
uate from high school.  Most important, they answer the key question, 
“Do our graduates actually earn college degrees? 
 

As important as this answer is, without a solid benchmark for compari-
son, each high school was left without knowing whether its rate of earn-
ing college degrees was noteworthy or substandard.  What many asked 
for was a regional benchmark for comparison.  Yes, we knew that “high-
need” districts would not be as likely to have students earn four year de-
grees as  “low-need” districts, but we asked the IDW for a general region-
al benchmark for all of Nassau County. 
 

As usual, the IDW programming staff came up with three excellent re-
ports with regional benchmarks.  They are The Intended vs Actual Col-
lege Enrollment Summary and the Single Year and Multiple Year Four 
Year College Attainment reports.  
 

Intended vs Actual Enrollment Summary 
Accompanying this 
chart is a table version
(not shown here) with 
the same information. 
Each compares district  
2-year and 4-year col-
lege intended enroll-
ments to actual enroll-
ments. Also shown are 
those students not re-
ported as enrolled 
(“Other”).  For each of 
these three categories, 
there is now a regional 
benchmark for com-
parison purposes. 

 

As in the old reports, the intended enrollment is indicated by the height of 
each column. The actual enrollment is displayed by the  color  code at 
the bottom. One can see that for  this distr ict just over  30%  of stu-
dents intended to go to a 2-year college, but about 6% of those students 
had unknown (UNK) enrollment (red color) while others who intended to 
enroll in a 4-year college actually enrolled in a 2-year school (blue color). 
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What makes this Intended vs Actual report so effective, however, is the regional comparison. 
This district, for 2017, can  see that its students were slightly more likely both to “intend to” 
and to “actually” attend a 2-year college than the Nassau region but slightly less likely to attend 
a 4-year school. But because this report is available for past years, the district can check for any 
progress made toward reaching the regional 4-year benchmark. Note that compared to 2010 and 
2013, the district appears to narrow the gap to the Nassau County region. 
 

 
The Four Year College Degree Attainment for Multiple Years Report 
Examine the chart below paying careful attention to the color code key at the bottom of the 
chart. For the purposes of this comparison, we use earning a 4-year degree, whether  in four , 
five, six, or seven years.  This makes for an easy comparison between your district and the re-
gional benchmark. Note that for the three years included in this report (2007/2008 to 
2009/2010), this district shows that about 45 percent of its students earn a 4-year degree within 
seven years of high school graduation. We can also see that the Nassau County region, as a 
whole, does somewhat better (about 55%). But for the most recent year (2010), the district is 
inching closer to the region. If the IDW user hovers over any segment of the column, the exact 
percentage will be revealed.  For quick comparisons, hover over the gray area (“No 4 year De-
gree”) and subtract from 100% to see the total 4 year degrees earned. 

There are also various disaggregations and filters that can be applied to these reports.  
Note, however, when the user filters by subgroup (ethnicity, disability, etc.), the filter cannot yet 
show the regional disaggregation, but for diploma type, the regional disaggregation does apply. 
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Let’s now view the previous chart on page two, but use the prompt page below to choose a 
different diploma type. Watch what happens when we select “Advanced Regents Diplo-
mas” instead of the default selection, “All Diploma Types.” 

The report now changes dramatically for both the district and the region. In this instance, we 
applied the hover tool to show that 33% earned “No 4 year Degree,” meaning that the total 4-
year degrees earned was 67% for Advanced Regents Diploma students. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This Advanced Regents Diploma disaggregation dramatically shows that students who earn an 
Advanced Regents Diploma are far more likely to earn a four year degree.  This is true for 
both this district and for the Nassau County region. The difference is actually over 20% for 
both this school and for the region.  More importantly, this chart also shows how improved 
reporting structures in the IDW continue to add insights for school administrators. 
 
 
 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district training 
for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices for the 
IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Meador Pratt at 608-6612, or Richard Nathan at 516 
971-7532 (cell) to schedule a training session or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse 
questions. 
 
 


