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2018 Grade 3-8 ELA and Math Results  
Are Now Available 

Check the “Common Data Views” and “Preliminary 3-8” Folders 

by Fred Cohen 
 
As of June 7th, the IDW now has grade 2018 grade 3-8 assessment re-
sults available for analysis. Use either the Report List icon on the IDW 
Launch Page or the Public Folders tab to see the main list of folders and 
reports.  Both the “Common Data Views” folder and the “Preliminary 
3-8” folders can be found there. Each set of reports is valuable in its own 
right, and each presents embargoed data in a variety of formats. Neither 
set of reports, however, presents scale scores or performance levels, 
and only the Preliminary Reports folder has a report listing student raw 
scores.  This newsletter details the reports in the “Common Data Views” 
folder. The full list of reports is shown below. 

The names and content of all these reports are consistent throughout New 
York State data warehouses and are somewhat self explanatory. This 
newsletter will highlight a few of the most useful reports.  
 
As outlined above, reports with the same number (1, 2, 3, 4, or 5) are all 
of the same type.  For example, all  “Common View #2” reports are simi-
lar to the Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) Gap Reports.  Common 
Data View #3 reports reference the questions released by NYSED. Use 
this engageny website to find the actual released questions:  https://
www.engageny.org/resource/released-2018-3-8-ela-and-mathematics-
state-test-questions. All of the 2018 released questions can be found at 
this site. 
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The Common Data views look somewhat different from IDW reports but contain the same basic 
data.  Here is a sampling of these reports. 
 
Common View #2—The Performance Report with Gap Analysis by District compares dis-
trict results to Nassau County results and is organized by assessment Clusters (as shown below 
for Grade 4 Math).  Note that the size of the district sample is included as well as is the percent 
of points earned and even the percent earning full credit on constructed response questions. By 
also reviewing the Common View #4 reports (Constructed Response Distribution of Points 
Awarded), a more detailed view of constructed response results is available. 

 
Common View #1—Individual Performance offers a detailed view of each student’s an-
swers, again organized by Cluster.  A portion of a student sample is shown below. 
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For each report on the Common Data View menu, there are options allowing the IDW user to 
find comparisons by district, school or teacher. It is always important, when viewing these re-
ports, to check for sample size at the top of the report.  Because opting out rates are so high in 
some districts, many reports will show class sizes in the single digits. These, of course, must 
be reviewed with caution. 
 
Common View #3—Released Questions Performance by District is similar  to the IDW 
Wrong Answer Summary Analysis (WASA Report) summarizing student answer choices for 
all multiple choice released questions. View the sample below. Note that the correct choice is 
written in boldface blue ink, and the question number and content standard are also listed. For 
example, look at question #13 outlined in red. Note that 72% of this district’s students chose 
correct answer A compared to only 45% for the Nassau County Region, a 27% positive gap. 
 

A review of the actual question from SED’s 2018 Released Questions for grade 4 is helpful.  
The question is shown below. 

This district and its teachers can analyze the strategies that led to the exceptional success on 
this question.  District students, when compared to the county, were better able to handle both 
the question’s linguistic complexity (for fourth graders) and the knowledge of digits and place 
value. Perhaps, when the regional WASA report is available, this district can get analyze the 
wrong answers other students selected countywide and, thereby, better understand its own dis-
trict’s exceptional results.  In essence, what teaching techniques worked well in this district so 
that students here did not get fooled by the distractor answers students elsewhere chose. 
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These current reports are made available to all teachers and schools in New York in order to 
view data while the 2017-18 school year is still in session and reflections of teaching strategies 
are most fresh. Please use them to reflect effectively on current practice.   
 
Please note that because these reports are preliminary, and do not include performance 
levels or scale scores, they are not yet part of the Teacher Interface.  But they do include 
reports where teachers can compare their own results to county results and then view to the ac-
tual released questions.  This is a fine resource for teachers available during the actual testing 
year. 
 
 
 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district training 
for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices for the 
IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Meador Pratt at 608-6612, or Richard Nathan at 516 
971-7532 (cell) to schedule a training session or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse 
questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


