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The New and Improved  
Teacher Interface Has Arrived! 

by Fred Cohen 
 

The purpose of a teacher interface has always been to put data directly 
into teachers’ hands rather than to have administrators or supervisors pre-
sent reports to teachers. Having teachers create and view their reports has 
always been a goal of the Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW), and now 
the IDW has provided a simpler more intuitive interface for all teachers. 
 

Do teachers see results from the previous year’s students or detailed 
data about the current year’s students? The simple answer  is—it’s 
up to the district. Data for an assessment typically becomes available 
soon after the exam with benchmarks for Gap Reports available a month 
or two after the exam. So upon their return in September, teachers can 
see how their previous year’s students performed on the Grades 3-8 as-
sessments or the Regents assessments. This allows for a comprehensive 
review by teachers of their own students’ performance compared to how 
students in the rest of the county performed. 
 

Results for the previous year’s students—Teachers get to review Gap 
reports, Wrong Answer Summary Analysis (WASA) Reports, Item Anal-
ysis Reports and other reports summarizing students’ performance on the 
State assessments. Each report is designed to inform teachers about the 
effect of their instruction (question by question and skill by skill) on stu-
dents, even allowing teachers to see just what wrong answers students 
selected.  Links to the actual question are also provided allowing for easy 
analysis. 
 

Detailed data about current year’s students—Usually, in early or late 
fall, teachers can review their new class rosters to see how students per-
formed on assessments taken in previous years.  Thus, a sixth grade math 
teacher can, for example, review how every student on his or her roster 
performed on the grade five assessment last year. The same reports are 
available for this “rerostered” set of students—Gap Reports, WASA Re-
ports, Item Analysis Reports and even Child Assessment Profile  (ChAP) 
Reports. These rerostered reports are intended as a review of current stu-
dents skill set for diagnostic purposes.  Of course, opting out patterns 
will affect data availability.  Once again, shortly after exams are complet-
ed this year, a new set of test results will be posted for these students. 
 

Who determines if teachers see results for the previous year’s stu-
dents or for the current year’s students?  Unlike past years, distr icts 
have complete control of the process. When districts submit their Course/
Instructor/Assignment data as well as their  Student/Class/Entry/Exit 
data through the state r epor ting system, the IDW will change the 
Teacher Interface from a previous year’s students interface to a current 
year’s students interface. 
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Is that the only change?  As noted ear lier , the new inter face will be far more intuitive for 
teachers. When teachers log on to the Teacher  Inter face, the por tal below will be dis-
played.  Note that the Classroom School Year will be shown at the top of the page announcing to 
teachers which year’s data will be displayed.  Note that at the top of the portal page, the title 
reads “Classroom School Year: 2016-17.”  The user should thus recognize that the results on 
all resulting reports are for the previous year allowing the teacher to review his or her last year’s 
performance as measured by how students responded on last year’s assessments. If the report 
were labeled “Classroom School Year: 2017-18,” the user should recognize that the results 
shown are for the current year’s students showing how they performed in pr ior  years when 
they were likely instructed by other teachers. 
 
Sample Teacher Interface Portal below : (Note: the year  signifies previous year ’s data) 

As can be seen, the link to each available report is clearly labeled, and links to other sites are 
precisely defined. Because the Classroom School Year is still 2016-17, the teacher  knows that 
the data to be displayed will be from her or his last year’s classes showing how students per-
formed on the 8th grade assessments (see “Assessment Snapshot” lower left) in the Spring of 
2017.  This teacher likely taught only one of the three subjects listed on the Snapshot (ELA 8, 
Math 8, or Science 8), but results from all three assessments taken by these students are shown. 
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Analyzing results for previous year’s students—It is important to remember that when the 
user selects a report from the portal screen, the drop down menu will allow access to results 
from any test students may have taken in the past. Thus, a high school teacher  of Regents 
English whose students just took the ELA Regents in June of 2017 would likely choose to first 
review the Gap Report or WASA Report for that assessment.  Did the Gap Report reveal areas 
of unique success, or did it indicate an unexpected weakness needing revision for the upcom-
ing school year?  This teacher might also choose to then review results from the grade 8 ELA 
assessment taken three years earlier by these students. Did students advance or decline in pro-
ficiency? Many interesting searches using all the available reports are possible. 
  
Analyzing reports for current year’s students  In a similar  vein, a Grade 6 math teacher  
might want to review scores of his or her current roster to see how well they did on the previ-
ous year’s Grade 5 Math Assessment.  All IDW reports noted on the portal page will be avail-
able for a teacher’s current students as well.  Thus, the teacher can view a Gap Report showing 
areas of weakness needing reinforcement from the previous year’s curriculum.  Or, the teacher 
might even want to check reading scores from the Grade 5 ELA Assessment to see which stu-
dents might have math issues due to reading problems.  For example, a listing of “Student As-
sessment Scores” for ELA 5 might be helpful or reviewing “ChAP Reports” noting all stu-
dents’ full assessment histories might also prove informative. 
 
Of course, if teachers don’t log on to the IDW, these reports, and the insights they offer, 
will be of no use to anyone.  It is thus important for districts to urge teachers to log on to 
the IDW to both analyze their results from the previous year and to see the strengths and 
weaknesses of their current class rosters.  Anyone needing help in logging on to the IDW 
should contact the district Information Officer to obtain logon information. 
 
 
 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district training 
for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices for the 
IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Meador Pratt at 608-6612, or Richard Nathan at 516 
971-7532 (cell) to schedule a training session or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse 
ques 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


