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2017 Advanced Placement Tests Are  
Now Posted in the Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) 
Improved Reporting Structures and a New Dashboard are Included 

 
by Fred Cohen 

 
The 2017 Advanced Placement scores are now posted in the IDW. We 
are happy to report that we have a new and simplified method of report-
ing scores, and we now also feature a dashboard with easy drill-throughs 
to student level data. 
 
AP Dashboard 
The AP Dashboard can be found by clicking the Dashboard icon on the 
opening Launch Page. A sample AP Dashboard is shown below. 

The four chart headings (circled in red)  show the purpose of each chart, 
and hovering over any portion of the chart allows the user to see the 
number of students included in that subdivision of the chart. In addition, 
clicking on that subdivision shows a detailed listing of the students in-
cluded. For example, clicking here will yield a list of all students scoring 
“5”.  Included as well will be the names of the exams taken and the grade 
level of each student with that score.  Dashboards give quick overall 
views and links to student detail reports enabling easy list making. Be-
yond these listings, however, is also a powerful filtering system allowing 
for the useful disaggregations shown on the following page.  
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 These disaggregations can be created using the dashboard Prompt Page shown below. 

Each heading on this Prompt Page allows an opportunity for filtering. The sophisticated user 
might want to choose only one of the many AP assessments by checking the “Select Assess-
ment” drop-down menu or choosing just one subgroup (select the appropriate check-off box). 
The user can filter even further by selecting just one grade.  Using multiple filters allows for tru-
ly disaggregated school data and discovering exactly who is succeeding on AP tests and who is 
not.  To activate the filters, simply click on “Submit All Prompts” at the bottom left. A new set 
of charts will appear based on the filters selected. 
 

The Advanced Placement Summary Page 
As in the past, the Advanced Placement Summary page gives each high school a picture of its 
progress over time in three categories—participation (%  enrollment tested), quality (%  of  
papers earning scores of 3, 4, or 5), and a combined index of quality and participation. These 
three parameters are then compared to participating schools in the Nassau County region. 
 

The first arrow (above left) points to a Participation Index of 227.6% in 2011. As the legend in-
dicates on the actual chart, this index refers to the number of tests taken not to the number of stu-
dents taking tests.  For  every 100 students in an average grade in this school (grades 10-
12), there were 227.6 tests taken. In the Nassau County region in 2011 (note that there were 49 
high schools participating), the “rate of tests taken” was 203 per 100 students.  Compare 
those numbers to 2017 when this school increased its participation 378.1 while the region had a 
much smaller increase. Note that now 54 schools participated in the survey.  
 

Now look at the Quality Index (second arrow) for this school.  In 2011, 83.7% of the scores 
were “quality scores” of 3, 4, or 5.  With so many more tests taken in 2017, however, the percent 
of “quality scores” diminished to 70.6%. For the Nassau County Region, there was an almost 
negligible decrease in quality scores from 70.5% to 69.1%. Focus now on the third arrow which 
combines both quality and participation and reports the rate of quality tests scores per 100 stu-
dents. We can see that this school produced 190.4 quality papers per  100 students in 2011 
compared to 142.9 for the region.  But in 2017, the school increased its rate to 266.8 compared 
to 186.6 for the region.  Most consider this Quality/Participation Index the best measure of a 
school’s progress in advancing both quality scores and overall participation. 
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Of course, this Summary Page is merely a compilation of the many individual AP assessments 
taken by students. There are also accompanying AP reports for each individual examination.  
See the sample below for Calculus AB. 

Circles “1” and “2” show that this school’s participation remained at 12% between 2011 and 
2017 (despite some slight increases in 2013 and 2015).  The Nassau County region, however, 
showed a steady increase in participation from 11%  in 2011 to 15% in 2017. Circles “3” and 
“4” report no change in this school’s Quality Index (79%) while the region’s increase in par-
ticipation produced a slight decline (3%) in the quality of the scores.   
 
Once again, the “bottom line” (circles “5” and “6”) summarizes the school’s progress when 
compared to the Nassau County region. This school, with slight variation, continues to have 
slightly fewer than 10% of its students earn quality grades on the Calculus AB exam.  The 
Nassau County region has made more progress, mostly by encouraging more students to 
take the exam while recording only a slight decline in quality scores. This change in Nassau 
County scores may also be due to a small change in the schools who reported data.  In 2011, 
note that 45 schools reported Calculus AB scores while in 2017, 51 schools participated in re-
porting scores. 
 
Additional Changes in AP Reporting 
In the coming weeks, we expect to further update our AP reporting with a slight tweak to our 
summary page.  We trust member districts will find that these changes assist districts in better 
analyzing their Advanced Placement score results. 
 
 
 
 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district training 
for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices for the 
IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Meador Pratt at 608-6612, or Richard Nathan at 516 
971-7532 (cell) to schedule a training session or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse 
ques 
 
 
 
 
 
 


