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College Tracking Reports Enhanced 

The Power of the Regional Benchmark 
 

by Fred Cohen 
 

A few short years ago, the Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) created a 
series of reports making it possible for schools to view the college enroll-
ment results for their graduates. These reports, using National Student 
Clearinghouse data, made it possible to connect students’ high school 
programs with their college enrollments. 
 
As good as these reports were, however, they lacked one feature of many 
IDW reports—the Regional or Nassau County Benchmark. Almost all 
good data reports allow the user to answer two essential questions:  how 
are we doing compared to last year (and other previous years), and how 
are we doing compared to everyone else?  The IDW has always displayed 
the first of these comparisons (year to year progress) in its College Track-
ing folder, and now we have added the Regional Benchmark to three key 
college tracking reports. 
 
Noted below is the full menu of our College Tracking folder.  These re-
ports are located on the Public Folders tab of the IDW. Of the six reports 
listed below, the three circled reports are now enhanced by the addition 
of regional data. Since the fir st two are quite similar , only the “Single 
Year” report will be displayed because it is simpler to view and shows 
the same data as the  “Multiple Years” version. 

Note that the IDW also allows access to the full suite of reports provided 
by the National Student Clearinghouse.  They can be found under the 
heading “NSC PDF Report Links” near the bottom of this list of reports. 
Many of our users will be familiar with these graphic “Student Tracker” 
reports.  The IDW reports, however, provide a deeper look at these data. 
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As can be seen below, IDW reports contain vital information for administrators and guidance 
staff and contain drill-thru links to the student level.  The report selected below is the “Four 
Year College Degree Attainment for Single Year” report. It displays school data in both a 
chart and a table and shows comparative regional data as well.  Note the year shown at the bot-
tom of the chart and the color code on the legend to the right. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One can quickly see that 34% of the students in the graduation class of 2009/10 did not earn a 4-
year  degree, and 49% (see top of the Percentage column) earned a four year degree “Within 4 
years.”  This type of data has been available for a number of years now.  But the school can now 
see how its results compare with the rest of the Nassau County Region.  This school can quickly 
see that its graduates earn four year degrees at a significantly higher rate than the region—66% 
for the school compared to about 55% for the region (as shown on the regional chart). 
 
As usual in the IDW, clicking on a number or a color (on the “Building” area of the chart only) 
will produce  a list of students in that category. And if one then clicks on the next drill-through 
level, “Drill Down to Students Enrollment and Degree Detail Report,” a full college enrollment 
record for each student will be produced.  The record includes each semester a student attended, 
the name of the college attended, and the degree granted.  Most significant is that now a compar-
ison can be made to the Nassau County region allowing each building to place their success 
into a regional context. Of course, there is no dr ill through to regional data because dis-
tricts are only allowed to see student level data from their own school or district 
 
Intended vs Actual College Enrollment Summary 
This next report has become essential especially since Newsday misreported college enrollment 
data for all Long Island districts in 2014 by using inexact data provided by NYSED. Fortunately, 
the IDW now gets far more accurate data directly from the National Student Clearinghouse.  
NYSED’s errant data was originally published in their “Where are they now?” power point 
which referenced “actual” college enrollment. 
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This report displays the data schools report to SED as “Student Plans” after high school and 
compares that data to students’ “Actual College Enrollment.” Our IDW report actually offers 
three distinct presentations comprising the entire report. Because the table presentation (not 
shown here) contains no regional comparisons, it will not be included in the newsletter. The 
two charts that are displayed below (and on the following page) each use the same color code. 
 
 

 
Note how this report 
compares students’ 
post high school 
plans to their actual 
college enrollment (if 
any). The total height 
of each column indi-
cates where students 
planned to enroll. 
 
In this school, a little 
over 10% said they 
were planning to at-
tend a 2-year college, 
as indicated by the 
height of this first 

column. Those planning to attend a 4-year college are shown in the third column. But note that 
each column consists of two or three colors which indicate where students actually enrolled. 
Thus, the maroon color at the top of the first column indicates that although 10% said they in-
tended to enroll in a 2-year school, 2% actually had no known enrollment represented by 
“UNK,” circled on the legend at the top of the chart. 
 
The additional of the Regional Benchmark is vital and shows that this discrepancy is typ-
ical of many schools in the Nassau County Region (see column two).  Also, note that the tiny 
sliver of gold in the second column indicates that a few students who intended to enroll in a    
2-year school (in the Regional Benchmark) actually attended a 4-year school.  Similarly, in 
both this building and the region (columns three and four), a few students who planned to at-
tend a 4-year school actually attended a 2-year school (blue color), and others were never re-
ported as enrolled in a 4-year school.  Do remember that the National Student Clearinghouse 
occasionally fails to identify students actually enrolled.  For example, students enrolled in mil-
itary academies are not reported, and some colleges (Columbia University, for example) do 
not share their enrollment data. Thus, a few students listed as UNK actually are enrolled. 
 
The second chart is a somewhat cleaner display that shows in graphic detail exactly where stu-
dents are enrolled.  It uses the same color code as the first chart (see below) and allows the      
 
 
 
user to compare its enrollment data to the Nassau County Regional Benchmark.  Before this 
benchmark was available, districts were still able to see whether students were enrolled in 2-
year or 4-year program (or a less than 2-year program) or even not enrolled at all, but they had 
no ability to see how that enrollment compared to other districts.  Providing the same 
measures for Nassau County allows schools to once again place their success into a relevant 
context. Simply put—how am I doing compared to everyone else? 
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Note how this 
school compares 
to the Regional 
Benchmark.  
Fewer of its grad-
uates enrolled in a 
2-year college 
than the region, 
but far more en-
rolled in a 4-year 
college.  Knowing 
that their 80%  
4-year enrollment 
figure is more 
than 15% above 
the Nassau 
County Region 
offers an addi-
tional insight for 
this school’s 
guidance staff.   

 
Also, the number of students not enrolled in college (UNK column) is an important factor, espe-
cially because clicking on that column will allow the school to identify those students.  Think of 
the insights gained by following up on these students. Schools have an obvious need to investi-
gate the success of their graduates in order to improve programs for the future.  This, of course, 
is the purpose of these College Tracking Reports.  By adding regional data, we trust that a com-
parative yardstick will add one more level of insight for school personnel. 
 
 
 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district training 
for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices for the 
IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Meador Pratt at 608-6612, or Richard Nathan at 516 
971-7532 (cell) to schedule a training session or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse 
questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


