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Instructional Data Warehouse Comparison Reports 
The NYS School Report Card on Steroids 

 

by Fred Cohen 
 

 

One of the strengths of  the School Report Card is that it allows quick test 
comparisons from one district to another or from a district to a NY 
State or Nassau County benchmark.  It also allows the user to compare 
one year’s results to another year’s.  The Instructional Data Warehouse 
(IDW) has taken those test reports and put them into a special interface 
which makes those comparisons more efficient and much more powerful, 
in effect, putting the School Report Card structure on steroids. 
 

IDW comparison reports are available for both Grade 3-8 ELA/Math 
assessments as well as for Regents examinations.  For illustration purpos-
es, however, Regents examination comparisons will be shown because 
high opt out rates on the Grade 3-8 exams limit their utility as a compara-
tive metric.   
 

Finding the Reports 
All comparison reports can be found on the IDW Report List or on the 
Public Folders tab.  Simply click on “District Comparison Reports” and 
then on the “Media Database” for 3-8 assessments or on “Report Card 
Database” for Regents results. For 3-8 assessment results, click on 
“Comparison of 3-8 ELA and Math Scores Across Districts with Sub-
groups.” For Regents, click on “Comparison of Regents Scores Across 
Districts.” Thereafter, the prompt page selections are identical. 
 

Report Output 
What is shown on a typical comparison report, and how do IDW reports 
compare to the NYS School Report Card?  Ideally, a comparison report 
would show the home district (or school) as  well as any and all other dis-
tricts in Nassau County.  It would show Nassau County aggregate results 
and New York State aggregate results too. Finally, it should allow the 
user to change years or exams quickly so multiple comparisons might be 
made quickly and efficiently. 
 

But districts differ demographically.  An ideal comparison report should 
allow the user to cite a specific subgroup and to compare that subgroup’s 
population to the performance of that subgroup county-wide and to make 
district to district comparisons as well.  Thus, the user should be able to 
select “Poverty Status,” for example, and then “Economically Disadvan-
taged” and see how the home district’s economically disadvantaged stu-
dents performed when compared to every other district’s economically 
disadvantaged students.  The IDW comparison reports do that both 
graphically and in table format as shown on the following page. 
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Shown below is a typical output for a Regents comparison report.  Note that the parameters 
selected are clearly defined at the top of the report while the legend at the bottom explains the 
color code and the source of the data.  Hovering over any bar reveals each district’s identity 
and the percent matching the criteria selected (in this case passing rate or % greater than 65). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the bottom of the report, there is an additional option to “Page Down.” Doing so produces a 
table showing the same data which includes the number of students meeting the criteria 
selected.  This is often a key data point because the number of students in a given district may 
be minuscule. As an example, for a given subgroup analysis, the highest performing schools 
(right side of the chart) might have had only a half dozen or so students in that subgroup.  So 
the alert IDW user has to check both the quality of district results and the quantity of students 
meeting the selected criteria when examining results. 
 
Note that both the chart and the table show the lowest percentages first (left to right for the 
chart and top to bottom for the table).  Thus, as shown below, the highest performing districts 
appear at the bottom of the table.  As it happens, when “Economically Disadvantaged” stu-
dents was selected for this Living Environment report, this district’s ranking was unaffected.  
But when one reviews the numbers of students for the subgroup, some district’s results might 
be discounted because the numbers of students was inconsequential.  Even though these re-
sults are public information, for the purposes of this newsletter, district names are redacted. 
 
Shown to the right are the 
six districts with the high-
est percent passing results 
for Living Environment in 
2018.  Note that the three 
districts with the highest 
passing percentage (100%) 
had fewer than 20 students 
in the subgroup. 
 

Home District 

Selected 
parameters 

Legend 
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Completing the Prompt Page 
The prompt page allows the user to tailor the report to individual needs.  Note the prompt 
page options available to the user. 

Not only can the user compare results from one exam to another or from year to year for the 
same exam, but the user can also select either passing or mastery. In addition, one can 
choose to show individual schools or just the district as a whole.  For example, think how 
different middle school and high school results would appear for Algebra 1.  A typical dis-
trict’s chart is shown below after checking the box showing each school. 

The middle school in most districts performs at or near 100% because these are the acceler-
ated students taking the Algebra 1 Regents in 8th grade.  The high school results show stu-
dents who were not deemed strong enough in math to be accelerated plus those who failed 
previously and also those retaking the exam to earn a higher grade. 
 
Below, see the contrast when Passing is changed to Mastery. The district’s and the high 
school’s passing rates were both above the county’s, but their mastery rates are now be-
low the county’s. In fact, the high school’s mastery rate is below the state’s mastery rate. 

Passing 
 
Mastery 

High School District 
Middle School 
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District 
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There is one other Comparison Report worth noting. It is called the “Comparison of Diploma 
Types Awarded by Districts.” It allows districts to compare the percent of students awarded 
various diplomas—Advanced Regents diplomas, Regents Diplomas, Local Diplomas. Until 
2017, the IDW used data from the “Outcomes” section of the School Report Card to compare 
the percent of high school completers earning each type of diploma. But for 2018, SED has 
chosen to eliminate the Outcomes section of the School Report Card and report the high school 
graduation rates by “4 Year Outcome as of June.” Therefore, the IDW, beginning with 2018, 
will change to this criterion as well reporting on a ninth grade cohort rather than a graduating 
class. 
 
In time, there will be a new version of this report in the IDW to reflect the change in the data 
received from SED. Shown below, therefore, is a sample 2017 report using the graduation rate 
for “completers.” The new version of this report will be similar in style to the one below. Both 
reports allow for comparisons to five districts at a time, but do not allow for disaggregations by 
subgroup. Following the chart section of the report, there is a table with a full data outline. 

Notice how the height of the Advanced Regents Diploma column (in blue) makes for an easy 
comparison with the Nassau County and New York State benchmarks.  Also note how the home 
district chose five districts exhibiting performance similar to their own. If desired, the user can 
perform these comparisons again using a different set of benchmark districts. 
 
Think how much more dramatic and efficient these reports are when compared to the “one at a 
time” comparisons on the School Report Card.  The IDW has mined NYSED’s database and 
presented a powerful and more graphic tool for all Nassau County districts to use. 
 
 
 
 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district training 
for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices for the 
IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Meador Pratt at 608-6612, Stephanie Witt at 608-
6623, or Richard Nathan at 516 971-7532 (cell) to schedule a training session or to discuss 
any Instructional Data Warehouse questions. 
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