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Last Minute Regents Prep Strategy 
Using the Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) Effectively 

 

by Fred Cohen 
 

 

 
As we enter the last few weeks of instruction before Regents exams, 
many teachers make extensive use of previous Regents questions as an 
instructional strategy. Students practice on previous test questions, es-
pecially multiple choice questions, and thereby get a sense of how they 
might perform on the actual Regents examination. 
 
But teachers can be using these practice test results to examine areas of 
instructional weakness as the actual test approaches.  Just as a reminder, 
this year’s test calendar is noted below to show how much (or little) time 
is actually left before each exam. (Note: The June 3rd Global History and 
Geography II New Framework Exam is not listed here.) 

Previous Exams Provide Benchmark 
How can teachers discover areas of instructional weakness which might 
be remediated before the Regents exam? The trick is to use previous 
June exams as a benchmark for current student performance. (January 
and August exams are taken by fewer students, and the students who take 
them do not provide a representative benchmark. Thus, only the June ex-
ams should be used in this manner.) 
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What IDW Reports should be used? 
The Wrong Answer Summary Analysis (WASA) is the easiest report to use when establishing 
a comparative benchmark. Teachers should begin by giving practice assessments using ques-
tions from previous exams.  Some teachers like to test specific parts of the year’s curriculum 
using a single assessment while others like to survey many assessments to get a more wholis-
tic view of the curriculum.  Either way, use the WASA to ascertain the relatively difficulty of 
each question.  Then compare how current students performed to the Regional Percent correct 
as shown on each previous exam’s WASA report.  See the sample table below compiled using 
the June 2018 Algebra 2 assessment. 
 
Note that district results from last year’s WASA are not shown.  Instead, results from the 
practice test administered this year have been added.  The strategy is to use the previous as-
sessment’s regional results as the benchmark for current students’ knowledge base. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

Practice Test  
Percent Correct 

 
 
    
   85% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    67% 
 
 
 
 
 
    62% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   79% 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   75% 
 
 
 
 
 
   59% 
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The two questions identified (by the circle and the arrow) represent potential problems.  
Why did current students outperform the Nassau County Region on most questions but 
underperform on these two (questions #2 and #6)? 
 
A look at the questions and the wrong answers chosen often yields insights.  Was there a 
distractor answer that confused students?  Were students’ wrong answers dispersed equally 
among the wrong choices suggesting students simply did not know how to solve the prob-
lem?  Either way, an analysis of the wrong answer patterns gives the teacher the opportuni-
ty to go back and ask current students what problems they had and then to reteach the top-
ic and clarify any misunderstandings. 
 
This, of course, is using a previous exam for the best possible instructional purpose, as a 
formative instructional tool which will now inform future instruction.  But only by using a 
previous tests’ benchmark can we discover that this year’s instruction was less than ideal.  
Why did students show less understanding or comprehension that the regional benchmark? 
 
Of course, the larger the sample of students taking the practice exam, the more trusted the 
results can be.  If only 20 students take the practice test, each student represents 5% of the 
sample, making for a volatile result.  If 100 students make up the sample, it is far more like-
ly that the percent correct indicates a true instructional deficit or strength. 
 
Using Multiple Practice Tests From Different Years 
Many teachers of Regents classes use frequent practice tests to give students the broadest 
possible view of the Regents curriculum. Adding the use of all previous benchmarks as an 
analysis tool  enables the teacher to fine tune instruction.  In this manner, not only do stu-
dents find their own strengths and weaknesses from these tests, but teachers themselves also 
discover which parts of the curriculum were learned most thoroughly and which still need a 
little fine tuning.   
 
Remember that the Wrong Answer Summary Analysis (and the Gap Report, if preferred) 
show how difficult the question was for the 10,000 or so students who took the test previ-
ously.  Current students’ percent correct on each question is less indicative of student per-
formance than the difference between this year’s student performance and the bench-
mark’s performance on each question.  We must remember that SED designs some ques-
tions to be relatively easy and others to be quite difficult.  This is what makes the bench-
mark such an important piece of additional information.  It sets the standard for average 
performance. 
 
Administrators and supervisors should remind teachers how useful these reports can be in 
preparing students for Regents examinations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district 
training for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best prac-
tices for the IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Meador Pratt at 608-6612, Stephanie 
Witt at 608-6623, or Richard Nathan at 516 971-7532 (cell) to schedule a training ses-
sion or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse questions. 
 


