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A New College Tracking Report 
Analyzing Success at Individual Colleges  

 

by Fred Cohen 
 

High School administrators and guidance counselors pride themselves on 
how well they prepare students for college. But do we know how suc-
cessful our graduates really are? Do they earn degrees, or do they drop 
out without anything to show for their efforts beyond their college loans? 
Until now, the Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) had only limited 
ability to detail overall student success at a specific college. Users could 
drill down to the student level, but summarizing student success rates at a 
given college was cumbersome. 
 
The Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) now has two reports which 
quickly track the success of our students at frequently attended colleges. 
 
Tracking College Success Previously 
Using the “Colleges with Highest Reported Enrollment Over Time” re-
port, the IDW user could select a time period and a single college to ana-
lyze.  Below, we chose the 192 students who graduated in 2012-13 and 
who then enrolled in Nassau Community College. Did they succeed? 

To find out, we drilled down to track all 192 initial enrollees at NCC. See 
a typical student record below. We can see that this 2013 graduate earned 
a two year degree in 2018 and then moved on to the University of Central 
Florida where the student is still enrolled as of August 2019. 
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But how do we tabulate these data? Do we have to go through all 192 records to get a picture 
of success at NCC for 2013?  And must we do that again for every other year. We asked our 
IDW programmers for a flexible report to calculate success at a given college for a specific 
high school. Our IDW programmers, with the help of Cognos 11, gave us two new reports. 
 
New Report Number One 
The first new report is called Initial College Enrollment Outcomes (Single College).  The 
user chooses the time frame and the college. Two charts and a table are produced. 

One can easily see that just about 50% of the students who initially enrolled at NCC eventual-
ly earned either a “4 Yr Degree” or a “Less than 4 Yr degree” (typically a two year degree or a 
certificate). For the almost 1000 students who initially enrolled at NCC during this time peri-
od, we can also see those still currently enrolled at NCC (dark blue area) as well as at those 
still enrolled at other institutions (light blue area). We can even see those not currently en-
rolled (gray areas), and we can click on any area to drill down to see student names and enroll-
ment histories. This pie chart clearly details the big picture in one dramatic view. 

 
A second chart portrays the 
same data but divides the high 
school graduates into those 
who earned Advanced Regents 
Diploma credentials and those 
who earned a Regents or local 
diploma. 
 
Also included below the charts 
is a table which summarizes 
all the data in tabular form.   
 
We can now clearly answer 
the question: When our stu-
dents go to NCC, how suc-
cessful are they? 
 

 



Department of Curriculum, Instruction and Technology 
Contact Us:  Data Warehousing, Meador Pratt, Ed.D., Supervisor II 
Phone: 516-608-6612 • Email: mpratt@nasboces.org 

 

 

But sometimes we want to compare graduation rates for different colleges. The options 
for community colleges on Long Island may be limited, but there are many options for four 
year colleges, both locally and across the nation.  Some are private and some state affiliat-
ed. There is a second new report that makes it easy to compare these success rates. 
 
“Initial College Enrollment Outcomes (Multiple Colleges)”  
This report also allows the user to select the time frame and then displays the 10 colleges 
most frequently attended.  Below is the list for one district. The user can select all of them 

or begin grouping like colleges together.  For ex-
ample, guidance counselors might want to know 
how successful students are  when they attend any 
of the four local private colleges shown (see ar-
rows).  
 
Similarly, one could choose state schools or 
choose any other criteria. The results shown are 
for these four local private colleges for the same 
four year period used earlier (2010-2014). 

 
For this report, we show both the stacked bar chart and the table in order to emphasize the 
number of enrollees at each college. Note that each bar represent at least 60 students. 

We can easily compare student success at each school and get more information if we need 
to. For example, when we chose criteria for this initial report we selected “All” diploma 
types. But we had the option to select “Advanced Regents Diplomas” or “Other Creden-
tials” (Regents and Local Diplomas). 
 
When we choose “Other Credentials,” the chart looks significantly different (as shown on 
the next page), but the number of students revealed in the table was significantly lower, 
ranging from 23 at LIU to only 7 at Johns.  (One remedy to increase the sample size, of 
course, is to expand the number of years in the analysis.) 
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These reports are highly informative, and the results can have profound effect on where stu-
dents apply. Recently, there has been much criticism leveled at Nassau Community College 
concerning the success rates for students who initially enroll there.  Do they earn degrees?  Do 
they move on to four year schools.  How long does it take to earn a degree?  All these questions 
can now be quickly answered using the new suite of college tracking reports available from the 
IDW. 
 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district training 
for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices for the 
IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Meador Pratt at 608-6612, Stephanie Witt at 608-
6623, Tammy Mazza (516) 608 6633 or Richard Nathan at 516 971-7532 (cell) to schedule a 
training session or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


