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A New Look at an Old Report 
The  Parent Personalized Released Question Report 

 

by Fred Cohen 
 
This “report” is really more of a service than a simple report.  It has been 
available now for a number of years, but some districts have used it spar-
ingly for a number of reasons. Although school districts already distribute 
Individual Student Reports from SED that offer some detail into student 
performance, the Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) creates a far more 
useful report for each student that may, in fact, encourage more students 
to sit for the grade 3-8 assessments in the future. 
 

To view a sample IDW parent report, simple log on to the IDW, go to 
Team Content, then to Reports, and finally click on “Parent Personalized 
Released Question.” The prompt page will ask the user to choose a NY 
State Grade 3-8 assessment and specify building and district. 
 

A report will be created for each student (to be sent to parents) which of-
fers a powerful set of instructional information in an easy to use format. 
As shown below, the report includes a link to the actual test taken so that 
parents can easily view questions listed. The multiple choice section of  a 
grade 4 math student report is shown below. The full report includes level 
and scale score too. 
 

Note the link to the actual test and the two black arrows added below in-
dicating errors made. 
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The arrows point to the two questions the student missed. Note that additional information is 
given to parents about these questions.  First, the parent is given a link to view the question 
(red arrow on page 1), and then the student’s selected wrong answer is noted as well. Also in-
cluded is how the rest of the students in Nassau County performed on that question.  Note that 
question 29 was quite difficult (only 51% answered correctly) while question 31 was much 
easier (87% answered correctly). Question 31 is printed below to see how a parent might con-
trast the student’s answer (A) with the correct answer (B). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parents will also receive a second page of the parent report listing similar information for the 
constructed response part of the test.  If a student received the full reward for the question, a 
check mark will be shown.  If the student received less than the full value, a yellow circle is 
shown.  (See below.)  Also shown is the average award earned in Nassau County for that ques-
tion.  Once again, links to the actual question are included.   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Parents may note that 
Answer A represents 
3 x 1/4 while Answer 
B represents 4 x1/3. 
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In general, the reports are self explanatory, and, at their best, these reports can serve parents 
as a helpful tool to review curriculum areas where students have shown weaknesses on the 
state assessments.  Thus, parents can remain fully informed of both weaknesses and 
strengths. Some districts have not used the reports for fear that a few parents might  
overreact to missed questions or that other parents will not have sufficient background to 
understand and utilize the reports. 
 
In such cases, districts have used reports with only certain students or at special meetings 
between parents and teachers.  This newsletter is written as a reminder that the reports do 
exist and serve to supplement the state required Individual Student Reports that are sent 
home yearly.  These IDW reports may also serve to encourage greater participation on the 
state tests and discourage opting out which has had negative effects on state accountability 
measures. 
 
 
 
 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district 
training for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best prac-
tices for the IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Meador Pratt at 608-6612, Stephanie 
Witt at 608-6623, Tammy Mazza at 608-6633 , or Richard Nathan at 516 971-7532 
(cell) to schedule a training session or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse ques-
tions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


