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Comparison Reports: Graduation Rates, Diploma Types 
An Old Report, Now New and Improved 

 

by Fred Cohen 
 
To some, the most essential data points in analyzing a school district are 
its ability to graduate the highest percentage of students and to do so 
with the highest quality diplomas possible. These data points have long 
been part of NYSED’s School Report Card, but results are reported in 
two separate and often confusing reports.  The reports are both labeled 
“Graduation Rates,” but they refer to different graduation years and pre-
sent different data fields. 
 
Nassau BOCES Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) has coordinated 
these fields and, using the School Report Card data, presents two clearly 
labeled reports (located in the “District Comparison Reports” folder). Af-
ter choosing  “Reports based on the NYS Report Card Database,” select 
either “Comparison of Diploma Types Awarded by Districts” or 
“Comparison of Graduation Rates by Districts.”  
 
The Diploma Types report divides all graduates from a given cohort into 
three categories—Advanced Regents Diplomas, Regents Diplomas, and 
Local Diplomas. One can choose to compare a single district to the home 
district or to compare all Nassau County districts. As shown in this news-
letter, the report offers both a chart and a table. 
 
The Graduation Rate report allows the user to choose a cohort and ana-
lyze grad rates for up to four different outcomes for that cohort—the per-
cent graduating in 4 years, 4 years plus August, 5 years, and 6 years. 
 
Ideally, each report would be current a month or two after June and Au-
gust graduation is determined. However, because IDW reports are based 
on NYS School Report Card data, we must wait for NYSED to update its 
database.  As of the writing of this Newsletter, December 12th, we are 
still awaiting data for the 2019 graduating class.  Thus, the reports shown 
below can only show data up to the graduating class of 2018. 
 
The Diploma Types report 
“prompt page” first asks the 
user to select any one of the 
cohorts listed along with the 
graduation date for that cohort.  
The resultant report on the fol-
lowing page will show how 
many students earned each 
type of diploma.  
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In this sample, the district chose the “2014 Total Cohort—4 Year Outcome” and also chose to 
see the results for “All Students” rather than choosing a subgroup.  They also chose to com-
pare themselves to the seven districts shown (names of districts hidden). 
 

Chart for Diploma Types Report 
 
 
 
 
 

In this bar chart, the first bar listed is always 
the home district and the next two bars repre-
sent Nassau County and New York State.  
The legend above clearly shows the percent 
of 2018 graduates in this 2014 cohort who 
earned each type of diploma. The report does 
not include dropouts, students still enrolled, 
or IEP diplomas. The user can also choose to 
disaggregate by subgroup or to select more, or 
even all, Nassau County districts. 
 

 
Table for Diploma Types Report 

 
 
 
 
Once again, the home district 
is listed first followed by Nas-
sau County, New York State 
and the seven other districts 
chosen by the user.  Also 
shown is the number and type 
of each diploma earned.  
 
At the top of the table are the 
parameters chosen including 
the cohort, the Outcome 
grouping selected, and the 
subgroup— “All Students.” 
 

The Graduation Rate report has similar prompts and disaggregations and produces a chart 
and a table, as well. But unlike the Diploma Types report (which includes only students who 
actually graduate), the Graduation Rate report examines all students in the original cohort and 
accounts for their current status.  Did they graduate or not?  Are they still enrolled? Did they 
drop out of school or earn a GED? 
 

The purpose of the Graduation Rate report is to account for every student in the original cohort 
and to report the outcome. Combined with the Diploma Type report, it gives the total picture 
of an entering cohort.  The Graduation Rate report tells us the percentage of students who 
earn a diploma, while the Diploma Types report tells us the quality of the diploma that the 
graduates earned. 
 

 

Home District 
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The Graduation Rate report Chart 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The legend makes it clear that three types of 
non-graduates are included in the chart—
those still enrolled, those who dropped out 
and other special cases like IEP diplomas or 
students earning a GED. Once again the 
home district is listed first, then Nassau 
County, and third, NYS. Other districts can 
be included or excluded at the user’s discre-
tion. In this case, eight were chosen. 
 
 

The Graduation Rate report Table 
 

 
This table contains the 
same data and the same 
selected districts, just pre-
sented in tabular form.  
 

Notice that the home dis-
trict had 174 students 
who graduated in four 
years from this 2014 co-
hort. This corresponds to 
the total number of      
Diploma Types from 
page 2 (121 Adv Reg Di-
plomas, 46 Regents Di-
plomas, and seven local 
diplomas.) Similarly, 
Nassau totals also agree. 

 

These two IDW reports account for all students who entered the district as a ninth grade 
cohort and give a full accounting of their outcomes. They allow every district to see the 
percent of students graduating and the quality of the diplomas these students earned.  
Finally, they allow each district to compare its results to any, and even all, districts in Nas-
sau County. And, of course, subgroup disaggregations are also an option.  
 

As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district 
training for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best prac-
tices for the IDW.  Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Meador Pratt at 608-6612, Stephanie 
Witt at 608-6623, Tammy Mazza at 608-6633 , or Richard Nathan at 516 971-7532 
(cell) to schedule a training session or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse ques-
tions. 
 

 

Home District 


