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State Testing Has Returned 
Look for Our Traditional Suite of Test Analysis Reports  

 

by Fred Cohen 
 
It seems hard to believe, but Nassau County educators have not received a meaningful 
Gap or Wrong Answer Summary (WASA) report since the Fall of the 2019-2020 
school year. But the good news is that the full suite of Instructional Data Warehouse 
(IDW) reports will again be available for the Grade 3 through Grade 8 assessments 
and for all Regents examinations (except for the United States History Regents which 
was cancelled due to sensitive subject matter inadvertently included.) 
 
And let’s remember how important these reports are. Teachers and schools can quick-
ly see, test by test, and question by question, how their students performed compared 
to all other students in Nassau County. As shown below, areas of instructional weak-
ness and strength can once again be highlighted and wrong answer preferences identi-
fied. The goal is always to focus on what works best to thereby universalize successful 
teaching strategies and to realign strategies that did not work well. 
 

Because we have not produced these reports for the past two years, we are featuring 
them in this newsletter to remind instructional and supervisory staff to look out for 
these reports in the near future (or as soon as NYSED allows the IDW to make them 
available). 
 

District and building level 
Snapshot Reports will 
again be available for both 
Grade 3 through 8 assess-
ments and for Regents ex-
ams. They display color 
coded gaps from the region 
for each test. Note here, on 
this example, Grade 4 ELA 
performance (see red circle) 
was quite different from the 
other tests.  

 
We must remember, however, that opting out (on the elementary and middle school 
level) may significantly affect school performance and the regional benchmark. With 
so many other issues on the minds of school officials these past two years, opting out 
has been a background issue. But when analyzing Grade 3 through 8 test scores, we 
must be certain that a sufficient and representative sample of our students have actual-
ly taken the exam.  A spot check of school districts has shown us that, in at least some 
districts, the percentage of students taking exams did increase. 
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The Schedule for 
2022-2023 IDW Train-
ing Events Will Be 
Published Soon 
 
 
 
 

To attend our events, 

please register here. 

 
 
 
 

www.nassauboces.org/idw 

Elementary School Sample Snapshot Report 
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A second report to review is the Trends Report which must always be viewed with the Nassau County 
Benchmark in mind. The percentage of scores at each performance level are color coded for the district. A 
most important feature of the Trends Report is the white line which represents Nassau County proficiency. 

 
This white line, 
in essence, indi-
cates how easy 
or difficult it 
was to achieve 

proficiency. Districts, when look-
ing at this report, should focus 
not on proficiency but how far 
above or below the county bench-
mark they are each year. District 
proficiency can be found by 
viewing the top of the Level 3 
light green bar. Note here that 
district proficiency was 80% in 
2012-13 but over 90% from 2005
-06 to 2008-09 and in 2018-19. 
But district proficiency has al-
ways remained above the Nassau 
County Benchmark. (The white 
line is not shown for 2021 be-
cause SED chose not to report a 
regional benchmark.) 

 
The most granular report in the IDW is the Item Analysis Report which details every student’s response to 
every question on each state assessment.. Ideally, every teacher could be able to see this report immediately 
after the test is taken and thereby to mitigate student weaknesses for the remainder of the year. Unfortunately, 
this cannot be done because Regents exams are taken at the end of the instructional year, and Grade 3-8 results 
are usually not available until students return in September.  Fortunately, on the Teacher Interface, teachers 
can see the Item Analysis Reports taken the previous year for their incoming students to address these issues. 
Check marks indicate correct responses, and red numbers indicate incorrect answers selected.  A red “X” indi-
cates that the question was not released. 

 
 
Clicking on 
the blue ques-
tion numbers 
on the top 
row links to 
the actual 
question for 
all released 
questions. 

                             Sample  Math 4 Trends Report—2021 

Sample Item Analysis Report 
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Perhaps the most important reports in the data warehouse are the Gap Reports. These reports lead teachers to  
areas of instructional strength and weakness by allowing comparisons to other teachers and schools in the dis-
trict and to the county benchmark as well. Reports come in both chart and table form.  The snippet of the Gap 
table below for the 2019 Algebra 1 Regents examination shows how far above the county benchmark this dis-
trict performed on every question shown except for Question 22 shown at the bottom of the table.  Why would 
these students underperform the region on this question only?  Did it occur in all classrooms or just some?  Did 
some teachers show exemplar results?  What could the teachers gain if they knew the successful technique em-
ployed?  The goal, once again, is to discover and universalize successful teaching strategies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
No less important than the Gap Reports are the Wrong Answer Summary (WASA) Reports. They show the 
wrong answers that student selected often revealing just what students were thinking as they tried to answer 
the question. The wrong answer reports also come in a table and visual format which was added last year. To 
demonstrate the difference between the two reports, let’s examine this  question from the 2019 United States 
History exam.  
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The regular WASA Report is shown below for Question 48. The correct choice (Response 2) was selected by 
70% of the students. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

But there was a clear distractor.  One out of four students (25%) chose Response 4.  It is worth noting that on 
the Gap Report this school averaged 1% above the county on all other multiple choice questions, but was 
3.5% below the county on this question.  The difference is not monumental by any means, but why did this 
shortfall occur, and why did a single distractor attract so many students? In general, teachers should analyze 
whether most questions tend to have a single distractor, or whether wrong answers are dispersed equally. 
 
To find out, view the IDW’s new WASA Visual Report shown below. It displays a host of information on a 
single chart format. The entire report is shown below to illustrate how easy it is to see questions where one or 
two distractors predominate or to find those questions where students who did not know the correct answer 
were totally divided in their selections, and likely just guessing. Question 48 is shown here. 

Wrong answers are identified by the length of the colored bars below the “0%” line (the dashed horizontal line 
in the middle of the chart). The correct answer is indicated by the colored bar above the dashed line. At the top 
of each bar is a “+” sign which indicates the percent correct for the county. There is a separate color for each 
answer choice indicated by the color code circled in red at the top left of the chart. 
 
This chart beautifully characterizes the results for each question at a glance. A look at Questions 16 and 17 
(highlighted inside the black rectangle) shows that the correct answer was Response 1 (in blue), and the district 
had a greater percent correct than the region on both questions because the “+” sign is below the top of the 
school’s blue bar. Finally, the distractor answers are somewhat equally divided for these two questions with 
the yellow area (Response 3) slightly larger than the other areas. 

WASA Visual Report 
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A review of state assessments scores is not complete, however, until one disaggregates scores by subgroups. 
That is easily done by using the Subgroup Analysis by Performance Level Report shown below.  

 
 
The report shows the percent-
age of students in each sub-
group who took the assess-
ments (red rectangle) and also 
the level of proficiency each 
subgroup attained (green rec-
tangle). There is a companion 
report for the Nassau County 
benchmark to enable districts to 
compare their results to the 
county’s results. 
 
 

We at the IDW are both delighted and excited that these excellent reports will once again be available to assist 
districts in improving their instructional programs. 
 
 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance as well as virtual and in-district train-
ing for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter, or about other best data practices.  To schedule 
a training session or ask any IDW-related questions, please call Fred Cohen at (516) 608-6640, Stepha-
nie Witt at (516) 608-6623, or Tammy Mazza at (516) 608-6633.  
 
 
 
 

 

What’s 
New in 

the IDW? 

Preliminary Reports for the 2022 ELA & Math Assessments Are Now Available 

• Preliminary Item Analysis Reports 

• Preliminary Student Assessment Scores 
 
 
 
New Reports this month: 

• Gap: Multi-Year Standards by Teacher  

• Item Response Analysis by Gender iReport 
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