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Instructional Data Warehouse Dashboards 
Quick Access to a Variety of Visualizations 

 

by Fred Cohen 

 
Most recent newsletters have dealt with the Reports side of the Instructional Data 
Warehouse (IDW). For some, it’s almost automatic to sign on the IDW and immedi-
ately click “Reports” to see our list of seven folders (each containing multiple reports) 
and an even longer list of almost 50 additional reports. This comprehensive report list 
offers numerous reporting structures to view school and district data.   
 

Remember, though, that data insights can also be found in the Dashboard section of 
the “Team content” menu.  One major advantage of dashboards is that they are in-
stantly reconfigurable. Each dashboard has a default setting that opens to one data set. 
That initial default setting can then be reconfigured to see the same data points for a 
different grade, a different test, or a different subgroup, allowing the user to see new 
data visualizations in rapid succession.  
 

As shown on the following page in this dashboard for the iReady third party assess-
ments, there is a wealth of information initially displayed. Having an option for rapid 
change to a different data set without going back to a prompt page makes this dash-
board a far more versatile report. 
 

Dashboards are composed of two sections.  The top or “prompt” section allows the 

user to input specific criteria to be included on the dashboard.  The lower section 
shows visual representations of the criteria selected. The visualizations take the form 
of charts or tables, and charts can come in a variety of forms and styles. 

Note that not all IDW dashboards are available to personnel logging on at the build-

ing level.  Some dashboards need district-wide access to be viewed. Third party test 
dashboards like the NWEA, the STAR, and the iReady, however, are available to 
those with building level access. 

Below is the prompt section of the dashboard.  The left section has two drop-down 
menus (see red circles) asking the user to select the year and name of the test and to 
choose the whole district or one building. When changing prompts, the user must click 
on “Select All Prompts” to activate the changes and change the default visualizations. 
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Upcoming  
IDW Events 

1/26/22 9AM-10:30AM 
IDW: High School  
Navigation Training  
 
 
2/2/22 9AM-10:30AM 
IDW: 3-8 Navigation 
Training 
 
 
2/9/22 2:00PM-3:30PM 
IDW Bullseye Meeting 
 
 
2/16/22 9AM-10:30AM 
IDW Teacher Interface 
Training 
 
 
 

www.nassauboces.org/idw 
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Below are the visualizations for the selected prompts. 
 

The table at the top of this dashboard summarizes the key data points. Below the table are two bar charts 
The first visualization shows how the iReady scores project students’  NYS achievement on the 3-8 spring as-
sessments. The bar chart on the right divides the scores into percentiles, and the pie chart at the bottom 
shows students who are at, above, or below grade level. 
 
Clicking on a colored element on any of the three charts will produce a list of students matching the criterion  
selected and report key data points for each student. For example, to see all students who are projected to score 
at Level 3 on the State assessment, go to the first bar chart and click on the light green bar (black arrow), and 
an alphabetical list of students will be provided showing the each student’s iReady scale score, national per-
centile, and grade equivalent.  
 
The dashboards for schools using the NWEA and STAR assessments provide similar functionality but slightly 
different visualizations and drill-throughs. But all three dashboards begin with the same bar chart visualization 
at the top left showing projected scores on NYS assessments. All three third party dashboards also have drill-
throughs which offer more details about student scores. 
 
Note that each dashboard offers multiple views of key data fields offering wide-angle perspectives on student 
performance. That is the purpose of the dashboard. Another feature of the dashboard is the ability to drill 
through to see the actual students who make up the data field. Another advantage of a dashboard presentation 
is the ability to rapidly change the source data from district to school, from one test to another or from one sub-
group to another. The user just has to check a few boxes and then hit the “Submit all prompts” button. A final 
and especially useful feature of the dashboards is the ability to disaggregate multiple fields at once. To view 
scores for low income students and students with disabilities, simply check the appropriate boxes.  
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But dashboards currently don’t do everything.  There are times when only the Reports menu may have the 
precise report needed. That is why when analyzing third party tests, the user may note that there is a folder 
on the Reports menu for the third party test your district uses. Clicking on that folder reveals all the reports 
available for that assessment. But along with the reports will be a shortcut to the third party dashboard 
making it easy to shift from your third party dashboard to third party reports. 

 
The report to the left is the “NYS 
Assessment Comparison Report.” 
It is available for all third party tests 
and compares projected proficiency 
to the actual scores students earned 
on the NYS assessments. 
 
As important as the report is, it must 
still be viewed with certain caveats. 
First, in some districts, there will be 
relatively few scores on the NYS 
assessment because of test refusals 
and those receiving remote instruc-
tions. 
 
In addition, it is unclear how serious-
ly some students took the NYS as-
sessments in the 2020-21 school year 
due to factors related to the pandem-
ic. The State Education Department 
has also issued a number of state-
ments concerning the 2021 assess-
ments reflecting these issues.   
 
Before reviewing this comparison 
report, it is important to take all 
these factors into consideration. This 
sampling of scores from the iReady 
exam compares Spring iReady pro-
jected scores to actual NYS scores. 
 

For the 2021-22 school year, we hope that participation on the state assessments will be more robust, and third 
party test analysis will produce meaningful instructional insights. The purpose of this newsletter, however, is 
to point out the relationship between dashboards and reports which often use the same data sources but portray 
the data in different forms. 
 
There is also no real hierarchy in data formats.  Dashboards and reports don’t compete with each other.  Rather 
they “talk to each other.” One format might ask a question while the other offers a response that gives added 
insight. So it is important that the informed IDW user takes advantage of both the Dashboard side and the Re-
ports side of the IDW’s “Team content” menu. 
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We also hope that regular readers of the IDW Newsletter appreciate this new newsletter format designed by 
Nassau BOCES’ Elizabeth Young.  We hope the additional information included by this format will better 
serve the interests of all our users. We also would like to thank Rich Sevilla from the Herricks School District 
for suggesting some of the ideas incorporated in this new format. 
 
In particular, note the “Upcoming Events” section on the opening page and the “What’s New” section below. 
We hope the new look pleases your eye and makes this newsletter more readable. 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance as well as virtual and in-district train-
ing for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter, or about other best data practices.  To schedule 
a training session or ask any IDW-related questions, please call Fred Cohen at (516) 608-6640, Stepha-
nie Witt at (516) 608-6623, or Tammy Mazza at (516) 608-6633.  
 
 
 
 

 

What’s 
New in 

the IDW? 

 
Reports recently published: 

• 2021 Regents Aggregated Question Performance  

• Regents Honors Endorsement Analysis Download 

 
Reports that are now available to building level users: 

• Demographic Single Year 

• Demographic Trends 

• Enrollment Dashboard 

 
Reports that have been modified: 

• Child Assessment Profile (ChAP)-defaults to only NYSED assessments.     

Additional assessments can be added by selecting their codes on the 
prompt page. 
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