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The Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) Teacher Interface 
An essential tool for teachers! Here’s why. 

by Fred Cohen 

Yes, it is true that both Regents examinations and the grade three through 
eight New York assessments have diminished in importance these past two 
years. In 2019-2020, no tests were given at all, and in 2020-2021, only a lim-
ited number of Regents tests were offered, and the grade three through eight 
tests were limited to only multiple choice questions. 

One might ask, “Why log on to the Teacher Interface?” Remember, however, 
that after school districts push their rerostered data to Nassau BOCES, teach-
ers can see two data sets. The first data set is for students the teacher 
taught last year. How did students do on last year’s exams?  Though some 
assessment results may be of limited value due to the special nature of last 
year’s state tests, there are other assessment results that should be of major 
significance to teachers.  Let’s not forget third-party tests (STAR and NWEA 
exams) and Advanced Placements tests which are also part of students’ IDW 
records and available for teacher review.  Teachers can discover how students 
performed on these exams compared to how those students had performed 
historically on exams taken in earlier years. 

And a second data set shows how students in teachers’ current classes per-
formed on tests.  That includes state tests as far back as third grade as well as 
the NWEA and STAR exams. AP assessments can be viewed, as well. Know-
ing a student’s skill set and test history can be an important factor in individu-
alizing instruction.  Why not examine each student’s assessment record when 
designing lessons and student groupings. 

Teachers can log on to the IDW with their individual logons, or a building 
administrator can log on for any teacher from the main “Team Content” 
screen. Users can choose any report from the list below: 

Users can choose to see reports for either their 2020-21 class roster or their 
2021-22 class roster. (The “2021 Classroom ELA and Math Aggregated 
Question Performance Report” is similar to a typical Gap Report.) 
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The 2020-21 data set informs a teacher how students performed after a year of instruction in 
his or her or classroom.  This offers teachers a self-review of his or her own teaching the 
previous year.  It also allows for reflection and strategic evaluation. At their best, Gap Reports 
and Wrong Answer Summary Analyses highlight teachers successful strategies and allow for 
mid-course corrections when instruction was less successful. Item Analysis reports show indi-
vidual student’s successes and shortcomings. Each report on the Teacher Interface menu is val-
uable in its own way, and teachers should experiment with the full set of reports. [Note that for 
2021 assessments, Gap Reports were replaced by the “2021 Classroom ELA and Math Aggre-
gated Question Performance Report.”] 
 
The 2021-22 data set serves an entirely different purpose. Depending on grade level, teachers 
might have between 20 and 150 new students a year.  How does a teacher get a full picture of 
each student’s capabilities.  One of the most valuable reports is a Child Assessment Profile 
(ChAP) Report for each student.  A teacher sees a student’s areas of success and limitations 
and also gets a sense of a student’s arc. Some students have always been successful and some 
have rarely been successful, but others, for various reasons, grow or decline as they move 
through the grades.  Especially in this pandemic era, it is important to view such patterns.  
 
Two sample ChAP Reports are shown on the following pages. Remember that a teacher can 
quickly create a set of ChAP reports for all students on his or her roster. Let’s first closely ex-
amine this 6th Grade student’s ChAP report. 

Right away we can see that in 2019 and 2021, the student did not take state exams and, 
therefore, even before the pandemic, we had no picture of the student’s abilities as measured 
by NY State tests. But this district offered Fall, Winter, and Spring NWEA assessments in 2019  
(for both ELA and Math) and Fall and Spring NWEA assessments in 2021. We also can see 
that  this student had already taken Fall NWEA assessments this year (Note that the final 
column reports “projected” scores on NY State assessments based on NWEA scores.) We can 
see that this student fluctuated between Level 2 and Level 3 projected scores in the past, but as 
of the Fall of 6th grade, this student is currently at Level 3 and appears to be in a positive arc 
with the return to regular instruction. 
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And what about a high school teacher?  What can this student’s 12th grade English teacher, for 
example, learn from this ChAP report? 

First, the test record is 
extensive, including AP 
scores and SAT scores. 
Scores of 4 and 5 on the 
two history AP exams 
show some of the stu-
dent’s abilities, but a 
lack of scores on recent 
Regents exams, espe-
cially on the ELA Re-
gents, makes for a less 
than full picture. 
 

But reviewing previous 
test scores from before 
the pandemic, we see 
that the student was of-
ten a better math student 
than ELA student with 
Level 4 scores in Math 
(grades 4 through seven) 
but Level 3 scores in 
ELA in those grades. 
And the Level scores in 
grade three were each 
one level below the 
grade four through sev-
en scores. 
 

Though current teachers 
might wish to see an 
ELA Regents score, 
teachers do have a fairly 
complete picture of this 
student’s test profile. 
 

The point of this review, of course, is to show the value of a teacher’s review of student test 
results. This is true for both a teacher’s current roster and for the results of students previously 
taught. The Teacher Interface is and will continue to be an important resource for all teachers. 
 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district training 
for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices for the 
IDW. Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Stephanie Witt at 608-6623, or Tammy Mazza at 608-
6633, to schedule a training session or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse questions. 
 
 
 
  


