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Nassau Community College  
Do Our Students Earn Degrees at a Sufficient Rate? 

 

by Fred Cohen 
 

Many of us have heard claims that students who initially enroll at Nassau 
Community College (NCC) do (or do not) earn either a two-year degree or a 
four-year degree. The analysis below will only partially answer the question 
because the answer is different for every district in Nassau County. But the 
great news is that within five minutes of reading this newsletter, the degree 
success rate for your district can be found for NCC or for any other college 
frequently attended by your district’s students. 
 

College degree results can be viewed in the Instructional Data Warehouse 
(IDW) College Tracking folder.  Use the “Initial College Enrollment Out-
comes (Single College) Report”  by completing the prompts on the sample 
prompt page below. Your results just a few seconds away. 

 

Choose an initial college enrollment date range sufficient to allow students at 
least six years to earn a degree.  Thus, 2014 was selected here as the “End 
Enroll Date” because NYSED has not yet forwarded 2021 college graduation 
data to the IDW. Note that NCC is listed first among the 10 most frequently 
attended colleges for this district. Not surprisingly, NCC will be listed first for 
almost all districts in Nassau. Remember that there are many four year colleg-
es our students choose to attend, but the majority of students who first enroll 
at a community college do choose NCC. 
 

On the following pages, the key to the 
right will be used to highlight college suc-
cess rates in a pie chart and a column 
chart.  Also, a table is included to show 
actual student numbers. As with many 
IDW reports, clicking on a chart color or a 
number in the table shows students’ names 
and degree status. Then, clicking on the 
student name will show semester by se-
mester student enrollment status. 
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The charts and table below show results for district high school graduates who attended NCC 
as their initial college enrollment between 2010 and 2014. Let’s see what the data show us for 
this district. The pie chart summarizes all high school graduates and reveals that, overall,    
23% of this district’s students eventually earned a four year degree, and 21% earned a “Less 
than four year degree (typically a two year degree but perhaps a certificate from a technical 
school). Viewing this chart gives approximate results, but hovering over a colored area shows 
the actual percentage. The table at the bottom also shows actual numbers and percentages. 

But the pie chart shows more. The dark blue sliver indicates that 1% (two students) are still en-
rolled at NCC. Remember that these students graduated from high school between 2010 and 
2014, yet, as of December of 2020, these two are still enrolled at NCC without yet earning a 
degree.  Of course, they have not necessarily been continuously enrolled. Note that there is no 
section of the pie chart colored light blue. That is because no student who initially enrolled at 
NCC and transferred to another institution is currently enrolled at any other college. 
 

The dark gray area reports that 13% of those who initially enrolled at NCC transferred to an-
other college but dropped out before earning any degree. Most disturbing, perhaps, is the area 
in light gray which indicates that 42% of the students who initially enrolled at NCC left school 
without earning a degree or enrolling at any other school. Once again, percentages are revealed 
when hovering over a section of the pie chart or checking the table for “All Diploma Pct.” 
 

One can get greater detail about students who earned different types of high school diplomas 
by using the column chart on the right. The user can easily see that students from this district 
who earned an Advanced Regents Diploma had better success rates at NCC. In fact, 34% 
earned a four year degree after initially enrolling at NCC , and 22% earned a two year degree.  
Once again, these results can be seen by hovering over the colored sections of the column 
chart or checking the “Advanced Diploma” columns of the table. 
 

For those students who graduated from high school with “Other Credentials,” the results, un-
surprisingly, are less stellar. “Other Credentials” includes students who earned either a Regents 
or Local Diploma. For these students, only 31% earned a degree while 68% did not and are not 
currently enrolled at any institution.   
 

Remember, though, that these are the results for only one district and should not be seen as 
representative for other Nassau County districts.  Each district has its own unique profile and 
likely serves as the best indicator for its students’ success. 
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Therefore, lets now examine an Outcome Report for a district with a far different profile. 
 

First, remember the list of 10 
most frequently attended schools 
for the first district. Now com-
pare this new district’s list at the 
far right. Besides NCC, only 
Binghamton and Hofstra com-
mon 4-year schools. Note below 
how this new district’s success 
rates at NCC are far different.  

In this district, during the same high school graduation years, 2010-2014, 56% of the students 
earned a degree (32% earned a four-year degree, and 24% earned a two-year degree). And not 
only do the pie graphs look entirely different, but the diploma disaggregation column charts al-
so look different. Almost three quarters of the students who earned an Advanced Regents Di-
ploma did earn a degree form NCC. And, more remarkable, basically half the students who 
earned only a Regents or Local Diploma did get a degree after initially enrolling at NCC. That 
rate, is actually 5% higher than the overall college degree rate, including Advanced Regents 
Diplomas, for the first district.  
 
There are many reasons for these disparate success rates. One would have to examine the sub-
group populations of each district to learn more.  How many of the NCC attendees were eco-
nomically disadvantaged or ELL students? And what about geographic location? Did geograph-
ic proximity to NCC affect student success? These and other factors likely contributed to stu-
dent success at NCC and, of course, at other colleges as well. 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district training 
for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices for the 
IDW. Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Stephanie Witt at 608-6623, or Tammy Mazza at  
608-6633, to schedule a training session or to discuss any Instructional Data Warehouse ques-
tions. 

 First district’s frequently attended colleges  


