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The COVID Slide Confirmed 
What can we do now? 

 

by Fred Cohen 
 
Returning to school this September, most educators expected students to 
be less prepared for their school challenges than students were in prior 
years.  After all, instruction from March 15 through June was severely 
compromised by COVID-19 in almost all districts. 
 

The “NWEA Slide” 
Since September, a number of third party test providers have provided 
supporting data and have measured the COVID Slide in both Reading 
and Math. As many predicted, the slide was greater in Math than in 
Reading. NWEA called its study, “The COVID-19 slide: What summer 
learning loss can tell us about the potential impact of school closures on 
student academic achievement.” The two charts below outline NWEA’s 
forecast for this slide using an NWEA measure called RIT scores. 
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The charts clearly show that student scores typically grow from mid-March through June 
(solid line on the charts) and then decrease over the summer (“Summer Slide”) until students 
return in September.  But because students did not grow from March to June (COVID Slow-
down), NWEA created the dotted line to forecast the COVID slide.  Note that the slides are 
greater in Math, and each grade level has its own separate forecast. 
 
Nassau County RIT Scores 
Because the Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW) has developed special NWEA reports this 
year, we can confirm that, in the districts we checked so far, growth from the fall test admin-
istration in 2019 to the fall test administration in 2020 is indeed lower than the growth from 
previous years. Therefore, the COVID Slide is confirmed, at least as measured by RIT scores 
in these districts. Since RIT scores are designed to predict proficiency scores on the Grade 3-8 
assessments, one would also expect a concomitant decline in proficiency scores if  the NYSED 
assessments had been given last spring.  
 
Other Third Party Assessments 
Of course, NWEA is not the only provider of third party assessments. The Renaissance Cor-
poration provides “Star” assessments, and in a lengthy research presentation asks, “Did the 
pandemic have an impact on the reading and mathematics performance of students as they en-
tered the 2020-21 school year?” They present extensive evidence, based on testing millions of 
students, which can be summarized in the table below. 
 
Just as with NWEA, growth is compared to expected growth and is different from subject to 
subject, and by grade level. Renaissance even calculates the amount each grade is behind its 
expected level of instruction 

The IDW Steps In! 
In light of this COVID Slide, the IDW is in the process of creating helpful reports in the ware-
house to detail where growth was most affected, and, in response, Nassau BOCES has already 
created “Diagnostic Assessment Gap Reports” so that curriculum leaders can detail where in-
structional deficits were greatest. The September IDW Newsletter discussed use of the Math 
and ELA Diagnostic Assessments, and this Newsletter will cite helpful IDW NWEA reports to 
detail grade levels where deficiencies were greatest. 
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 Later this school year, the IDW should have reports available for other third party assessments, 
but for NWEA, for those districts who have sent us their NWEA data already, we have powerful 
reports and an accompanying dashboard. Although the NWEA Reports folder allows the user to 
create many such informative reports, this Newsletter will feature the NWEA Dashboard be-
cause it shows, graphically, the extent of the COVID slide if and when there is one. 
 
The NWEA Dashboard 
Although the dashboard features four separate charts, this Newsletter will focus on just one, the 
Projected Growth chart.  Shown below is the selection criteria from the prompt section of the 
dashboard alongside the actual chart produced. 

The selection criteria above shows that 
the chart produced will display how many 
district students in grades 6 and above 
met their growth projections (see color 
coded legend on the chart). The extended 
selection criteria (not shown here) also 
lets the user disaggregate by all the tradi-
tional subgroups. 
 
The school year is the current year (2020/21), and, as many predicted, this year’s fall test admin-
istration showed more students who did not meet their yearly (fall to fall) growth projections than 
those who did meet them. But by changing the selection criteria to a different school year, we can 
see how this district did before COVID, or by changing the 2020-21 assessment to Reading, we 
can also compare the Reading slide (if any) to the Math slide. Below is the Reading chart. 

Note that the same students who did not make 
their growth projections in Math did better in 
Reading.  But what about growth before the 
pandemic.  Was there a difference between 
this fall and the growth shown by this dis-
trict in previous years?  
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Home  
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Nassau 
County 
 

NY 
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To check a different year, just change the selection criteria.  See examples below.            

One can see that, in Math, in the year 
before the pandemic, the majority of 
students in these grades clearly met 
their growth projections. The COVID 
slide in Math 6+, therefore, is certain-
ly real for this district. Fall 2020/21 
growth did not match Fall 2019/20. 
 

In Reading, as well, more students 
met their growth projections in Fall 
2019/20 than they did in Fall 2020/21. 
For this district, the COVID slide in 
Reading meant that fewer students 
met their growth projections when 
compared to the previous year. Yes, 
growth was still evident but to a lesser 
degree. 
 
Once the COVID slide has been verified, the next step is to give the Math and/or ELA 
Diagnostic Assessments and compare results to the IDW Diagnostic Gap Reports in the 
IDW. The goal is to isolate and thereby remediate the instructional deficiencies found.  For 
more information about these diagnostics, see the September IDW Newsletter, or email Nan-
cy Lin (nlin@nasboces.org) for Math or Corinne Suckle (csuckle@nasboces.org) for ELA.  
 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district train-
ing for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices 
for the IDW. Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Stephanie Witt at 608-6623, or Tammy Maz-
za at 608-6633, to schedule a training session or to discuss any Instructional Data Ware-
house questions. 
 


