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The SAT and College Admissions

SAT
The SAT was created to democratize access to
higher education for all students and ensure that all
students had a chance to go to college.
• The SAT allows students to demonstrate the knowledge and
skills they've learned in high school.
• The SAT is part of the SAT Suite of Assessments and is
taken by roughly two million high school graduates a year.
• Most importantly - especially among underrepresented
students, participation in the SAT and PSAT leads to
increased college enrollment and success.
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The SAT and College Admissions
•

Test scores and grades combined is the best predictor of
college success

•

The SAT helps colleges recruit and support a more diverse
group of students

•

Test scores are one piece of a holistic admissions process

•

Beyond admission, colleges use test scores in many ways:
• Inform course placement
• Provide on-campus advising and support
• Award scholarships

Colleges use SAT
scores to increase
diversity and to
recruit, admit, and
retain diverse
students
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SAT Participation Drives College
Success
Especially among underrepresented students,
participation in the SAT and PSAT leads to increased
college enrollment and success. Key elements:
• Increased four-year college enrollment - As many as 20% of
students eligible for selective colleges were not taking a CEE
before universal testing began.
• Universal CEEs shifted college enrollment to institutions
with higher bachelor’s completion rates, and students from
underrepresented backgrounds – low income, rural –
benefited the most.
• Increasing SAT participation can help to increase student
success throughout college – SAT scores can be used to
help with activities such as yield, scholarships, placement,
retention and advising initiatives, and major success.
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The SAT in a Test Optional
World
•

The College Board and the SAT were founded to increase
access to college and that remains our core mission.

•

During the pandemic, colleges have introduced more
flexibility and choice into the admissions process.

•

Some students may decide their application is stronger
without test scores, while others will benefit from sending
them, including the many thousands of underrepresented
students whose SAT scores would strengthen their college
applications.

•

As we emerge from the pandemic, the SAT will remain one
of the most accessible and affordable ways for students
to distinguish themselves. Preserving a student’s choice
to submit scores is important.
7

Student Choice in Sending Scores
More than 80% of students who took the SAT report they want the choice to send their scores

1.7M 700K 600K 310K
Students with SAT scores that
affirm or exceed their high
school GPA, meaning sending
scores would only strengthen
their college applications.

Black, Hispanic, Native and Two
or More Races students

First generation students

Students from small towns and
rural communities
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Impact of Covid on Testing for 2020-2021

Pandemic Priorities
•
•
•
•
•

Ensuring health and safety
Expanding opportunities
Implementing flexible testing policies
Providing quality delivery
Communicating clearly

Outcomes
• More, but smaller, administrations
• 1.5M SAT and 1.9M PSAT/NMSQT tests taken
• Robust SAT School Day participation
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SAT Participation
2,500

Class of 2020

SAT
Participation by
Cohort

Thousands

2,000

1,500

2.2 million
Class of 2021

Class of 2022

1.5 million
1.4 million

1,000

(~1.8 million
registered or
tested)

500

0

Test Takers
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SAT School Day
Participation in SAT School Day by Cohort

43%

49%

62%

TOOK THE SAT ON
A SCHOOL DAY

TOOK THE SAT ON
A SCHOOL DAY

TOOK THE SAT ON
A SCHOOL DAY

CLASS OF 2019

CLASS OF 2020

CLASS OF 2021
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Impact of Student Search for Students

Student Search Service

Connecting Your Students with Opportunities
For over 40 years, Search has connected students
with information about college options and
scholarship opportunities.
There are a variety of ways students can opt in to
Student Search:
• PSAT-related assessments
• SAT® online registration
• SAT School Day
• Online on BigFuture™
• Online at studentsearch.collegeboard.org

1,500 Four-Year Colleges
$300M Scholarship Dollars
5.6M Participating Students
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Students more likely to apply when connected via Search

23%

Overall Increase

Students who connect with colleges through Student Search Service
are 23% more likely to apply at a 4-year colleges than similar students
who aren’t identified through Search.

Howell, Hurwitz, & Smith (2020) https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3463241
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Students Are More Likely to Enroll and Complete
Students who receive outreach through Student Search Service® are:

25%

More Likely to Enroll

Students who connect with colleges through Student
Search Service are 25% more likely to enroll in 4-year
colleges than similar students who aren’t identified
through Search.

31%

More Likely to Graduate
Students who connect with colleges through Student
Search Service are 31% more likely to graduate in four
years than similar students who weren’t identified
through Search.

Enrollment & Completion: Howell, Hurwitz, Mabel & Smith (2021): https://cbsearch.collegeboard.org/pdf/college-outreach-and-student-outcomes.pdf
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Subgroups See Comparable or Greater Enrollment & Completion Gains
Underrepresented minority students who are contacted through College Board Search see the largest relative gains:

Increased Enrollment

Increased Completion

34%

For Hispanic students who receive
outreach through Search

43%

For Hispanic students who receive
outreach through Search

25%

For Black students who receive
outreach through Search

40%

For Black students who receive
outreach through Search

24%

For American Indian/Native Alaskan
students who receive outreach through
Search

48%

Gains seen by Black students who use
Search

Enrollment & Completion: Howell, Hurwitz, Mabel & Smith (2021): https://cbsearch.collegeboard.org/pdf/college-outreach-and-student-outcomes.pdf
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Students Can Opt-In Online
• Student Search Service is voluntary and it’s
secure.
• For a student who has not yet taken a College
Board assessment, they can still opt-in online.
• Students will receive a welcome email from
College Board shortly after they opt in.
• Students can update their information to receive
personalized communication from colleges.

Students can easily join Search from

studentsearch.collegeboard.org

• Schools, students and families are provided
extensive information about participating in
Student Search Service, including how to optout at any time.
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Providing Opportunity to Students

Planning and paying for college is challenging especially
now…

These tools and resources from College Board are here to
help you connect students with colleges, career and
scholarships.
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Connection to Over $350M in Scholarships
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College Board National Recognition Programs
Creating pathways to college for students from
underrepresented communities

African
American
Recognition

Hispanic
Recognition

Indigenous
Recognition

Rural and Small
Town Recognition

Visit psat.org/recognition for more information
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Connecting Students to Scholarships and Recognition
Students Take the
PSAT/NMSQT or
PSAT 10

Partners Identify Students
Using PSAT/NMSQT and
PSAT 10 Data

Students Say “Yes” to Free
Student Search Service

Students can also opt in to
Student Search Service® via
BigFuture.

Students Become Aware of
Available Opportunities

Students Are Invited to Apply

Partners send information about
their programs to qualified
students.

Students Decide to
Apply for Scholarships

23

The Opportunity Scholarships guide juniors and seniors through
college planning steps with chances to earn money for college.

Build Your College List $500
(1,800 Scholarships)

Practice for the SAT $500
(2,200 Scholarships)

Explore Scholarships $500
(800 Scholarships)

Strengthen Your College List $500
(400 Scholarships)

Complete the FAFSA $500
(1,700 Scholarships)

Apply to Colleges $500
(300 Scholarships)
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Scholarship Search
• Matches students to scholarships based on the student’s
background, achievements, and future plans
• The more information a student provides, the higher the
likelihood of the student seeing additional scholarship matches
• Students will see the following information for most scholarships:
• Scholarship program overview
• Award amount or range
• Link to the scholarship provider’s website
• Eligibility guidelines
• Application opening dates and deadlines
• Whether or not the scholarship has Autofill Available
enabled
• July - February: Seniors are now eligible for $500 Opportunity
Scholarships by exploring a list of scholarships personalized for
them.

Get started: scholarships.collegeboard.org
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Career Finder

Not your average career planning tool
•

Free career exploration tool that helps students make informed
academic and career decisions based on what truly drives them
and connects them to compatible schools on BigFuture

•

Provides suggestions for careers and majors that align with
students’ personal interests, plus actional steps for getting started
in high school

•

Access to Roadtrip Nation’s video archive where students can hear
from real people with leading roles in diverse fields and industries

•

Efficient and easy-to-use resources to ensure your students are
planning-and on track-for college and careers.
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Questions?
Thank you for
attending!

